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All verses from the Revelation are from the King James Version of 
the Bible.

All verses from other Bible books are from The Holy Bible from the 
Ancient Eastern Text, translated by George M. Lamsa. The English 
translation from the Aramaic language lends a lot of clarity to 
various Bible verses.

All references in this book to Easterners or Middle Easterners refer 
to traditional Middle Easterners of biblical times. They also refer to 
those people today who live in the more rural areas and who still 
practice ancient ways and have ancient attitudes. Many modern 
Middle Easterners, being influenced by Western culture, may not 
have the same customs and attitudes.
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•  xi  •

How to Use This Book

THE BOOK OF Revelation is a complex vision. A book about 
it can be just as complex. If you find yourself getting bogged 
down in the messages to the churches and you know you 

won’t finish this book, then go to the chapters called “The Source,” 
“The Seven Seals” and “The Trumpets.” From this short read, you 
will get the main point of the book. 

Also keep in mind, one of the original messages of the book of 
Revelation was that all the struggles in the book happen inside the 
self. All of the beasts and the destruction are parts of our sinful nature 
which will be destroyed as we get closer to God.

Now prepare to have the book of Revelation become the most 
powerful book for your daily Christian life.
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The Word of God

Chapter 1

IN ANCIENT TIMES, the phrase, “The Word of God,” did 
not actually refer to the written word. Most people, at the 
time that it was written down, couldn’t even read, much less 

afford a stack of expensive handwritten scrolls of scripture. To this 
day when a synagogue buys a professionally hand-copied Torah, 
it can cost around $25,000. There were no shepherds, farmers, or 
fishermen who could afford to own such things. Our ability to have 
God’s Word is a fantastic blessing

The best English translation of “The Word of God” might be 
“The Absolute Truth.” When the Word of God came to a prophet, 
he could walk into a king’s court with total confidence that the 
future he predicted would come to pass. Frequently, the message 
was not what the king wanted to hear. Many prophets, and even 
Jesus himself, died speaking the truth. The Word of God creates 
upheaval. Even a small spark of God’s truth in your heart shines 
with a light that exposes all of your bad habits and false beliefs. 
This truth shows those habits and beliefs for what they really are. 
Perhaps you know people who used to be alcoholics, drug addicts, 
or criminals who are now decent people because they found faith 
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in God. This is the power of His Word. Hang on to this spark of 
light and allow everything else to fall away. Hanging on to false 
things will burn you.

None of us has a perfect knowledge of God. If you think you 
do, you may be infected with pride and arrogance, which are vastly 
imperfect. Humility is essential. We all probably believe false 
theologies for which we will be forgiven in the end.

Take a moment now and ask your Creator, your Father in 
heaven, for the absolute truth. Ask for the Word of God to come to 
you. Be prepared to have your bad habits and false beliefs exposed. 
Then be ready to let go of them. Having this prayer and attitude 
will help you when reading this book.

Prove All Things

I hope the ideas in this book prove as useful to you as they are 
to me. Be prepared, however, to set them aside and forget them if 
they’re not. Go back to what works for you. 

Prove all things, hold fast that which is good.
—1 Thess. 5:21



•  3  •

Aramaic

Chapter 2

THE LANGUAGE JESUS spoke was Aramaic. This is a 
difficult language to translate into western languages. The 
more I learn about it, the more I am surprised that the 

translations we have are as good as they are.
One of the problems is that there are Aramaic words with 

multiple meanings. The same word, for instance, is used to mean 
large, camel, rope, and beam. When Jesus talked about a camel 
going through the eye of a needle, he was probably talking about 
a rope going through the eye of a needle. The actual meaning of 
the passage is unchanged whichever way it is interpreted. Both are 
impossible to do.

Another example is the word in our Bible that is translated as 
“heaven.” This word can mean “cloud,” “sky,” or “everywhere.” 
When Jesus ascends to heaven and a cloud receives him, the 
word for heaven and cloud are the same. Only the way that it is 
used in a sentence tells you its meaning. When does Jesus use 
the word “heaven” to mean “everywhere?” Does “Our Father 
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who art in heaven” refer to a God in the sky or to a God who is 
everywhere?1

Another translation problem is idiomatic phrases. An idiom is 
a set of words that says one thing and means another. If someone 
tells you that you are barking up the wrong tree, you’re not actually 
barking and there isn’t any tree. The phrase means you’re following 
the wrong idea. Someone from another country who just learned 
our language, but isn’t used to our idioms, wouldn’t know what 
you were talking about if you said this to him. All languages have 
idioms and Aramaic is no exception. When Jesus says to his disciples 
that their names are written in heaven, he means they will never be 
forgotten. Their teachings will be known forever. The opposite of 
this is when a person’s name is written in the sand, the dust, or the 
earth. That person and his teachings will be forgotten (Jer. 17:13). 
This particular meaning is not evident to us in English, but it is 
what was originally meant. We will see a lot of these idioms in the 
Revelation.

The most important difference in Aramaic, and the hardest for 
us to grasp, is that the writers frequently spoke in symbols. If you 
want to say that God is all-powerful, you talk about his throne. A 
Middle Eastern king was all-powerful. Whatever he decreed was 
done. The phrase is not saying that God sits in a chair. We speak 
in plain, literal language and this kind of speech is totally foreign 
to us.2

Middle Easterners in biblical times, and some today, will discuss 
their dreams every morning. Seeing symbols from deep within 
another person gives a deeper understanding of who they are. There 
was also a chance of dreams giving warnings and predicting the 
future. Discussing dreams wasn’t considered idolatry or sorcery. It 

1. Some will recognize this as the argument over whether God is “transcendent” 
or “immanent.”

2. For an excellent book on the Aramaic meaning of scripture, see Let There Be 
Light by Dr. Rocco Errico.
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was normal behavior. Consider the story of Joseph, who interpreted 
Pharaoh’s dreams.3

For the Middle Easterners who first heard the Revelation, all 
those complex visions had specific meanings that they would have 
clearly understood. We will be going over these as we go through 
the Revelation.

Pictures create an impression. You can forget a sermon in an 
hour. But an image like a lamb with seven horns and seven eyes is 
unforgettable. For people who couldn’t read, these images would 
last longer than words.

Consider also the Jewish concept of midrash (meaning “search”). 
It is a way of interpreting any scripture as a message that is personal 
to you. In the David and Goliath story, for instance, David can be 
you, Goliath is a problem you are having, and the rock in your sling 
is the faith in God or Christ that will get you through it. Using 
midrash, all scripture can be interpreted as a personal message, as 
if it’s a dream you are having. This would have been used for the 
Revelation also.

3. For more on dreams, see Appendix A.
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The Inner Meaning

Chapter 3

TRADITIONALLY, THE REVELATION has had four major 
interpretations. I believe all of them can be true. God is 
not limited in what he can say in Bible verses and visions. 

There may be many levels of meaning here. I will not be presenting 
this as a battle of one interpretation over another. The four major 
interpretations are as follows:

1. It is about our present time and immediate future and the 
end of the world.

2. It is about what the church was going through in the Roman 
era.

3. It is the history of the church from the beginning to now.
4. It is about what happens inside of us when we accept Christ 

into our life. All of the beasts, the dragon, the general 
destruction, are about our sinful nature being destroyed by 
the blood of the Lamb.

While the first three will be touched on, it is the last one that 
this book is about. Is there any evidence that early Christians had 
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the inner meaning of the Revelation? Perhaps. Consider the Odes of 
Solomon that is considered by scholars to be the earliest Christian 
prayer book or hymnal. It is dated from 100-300 a.d. and reads 
like a cross between the Psalms and the Revelation. Many of the 
Revelation’s images are mentioned as happening to the self as in 
the following:

He that overthrew by my hands the dragon with seven heads: and 
thou hast set me over his roots that I might destroy his seed.

—Ode 22:5

I urge you to read the Odes of Solomon, not just because of its 
possible connection to the Revelation, but because these are some 
of the most beautiful Christian prayers, you will ever read. (Find a 
version of this at http://www.misericordia.edu/davies/thomas/odes.
htm, or in the book, The Forgotten Books of Eden: Lost Books of the 
Old Testament, edited by Rutherford H. Platt, Jr.)

In years past when I read the Revelation, its usefulness in my 
daily life ended in chapter three with the message to the seven 
churches. After this was a confusing maze of demons and destruc-
tion that seemed more depressing than useful. After learning what 
it means to Aramaic speaking people, it is now one of the most 
practical handbooks for my daily Christian life of all the books of 
the Bible. My hope is that it can do the same for you.
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How Far Can We Go?

Chapter 4

A S YOU WILL see, the inner meaning of the Revelation is 
about holding on to the light of God and the Lamb until 
it burns away your sinful nature. But can it be completely 

burned away? Having been raised a Christian, I was never under the 
impression that I could be perfect. But let’s consider these verses:

For the perfecting of the Saints, for the work of the ministry, for 
the edifying of the body of Christ, until we all become one in faith 
and in the knowledge of the Son of God, and become a perfect man 
according to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.

—Eph. 4:12-13, emphasis mine

Not as though I had already attained or were already perfect; 
but I am striving that I may reach that for which Jesus Christ 
appointed me. My brethren, I do not consider that I have reached 
the goal; but this one thing I know, forgetting those things which 
are behind, I strive for those things which are before me; I press 
toward the goal to receive the prize of victory of God’s highest 
calling through Jesus Christ.

—Phil. 3:12-14, emphasis mine
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Is Paul saying that it’s possible to become a “perfect man?” 
What does Jesus say about this?

Be ye therefore perfect, as your father which is in heaven is perfect.
—Matt. 5:48

Here, this isn’t a theory, it’s a command. Jesus says we’ll do 
greater works than he does (John 14:12), but I haven’t yet raised 
any dead people. Perhaps it’s the same for you.

What does “perfect” really mean? The Aramaic word means 
something like “all inclusive,” and has roots that imply knowing 
everything about your trade. The passage that ends with the call to 
be perfect (Matt. 5:38-48), is all about loving everyone, including 
our enemies, so we can be more like God, who does the same. Here 
“all inclusive” fits right in. Love everyone.

Other Christians have taken “perfect” to mean something 
more. What would knowing everything about your Christian trade 
look like? Would you have all the gifts of the Spirit, including 
things like prophecy and healing (1 Cor. 12)? Is there a path that 
leads to oneness with God that is beyond all human understanding 
(Phil. 4:7; Eph. 3:17-19).

Whatever our definition of “perfect,” it leaves us with a lot of 
work to do. Can we love and forgive people who are killing us, 
as Jesus did, when we can’t love someone who cuts us off on the 
highway?

It’s a common Middle Eastern writing style to say the same 
things over and over in many different ways. With this in mind, the 
whole Revelation could be about choosing love in any situation, 
stated repeatedly. It also seems to have a progression towards a 
conclusion, which would be about a Christian path that grows in 
power.

I’ll pause here to make the distinction between perfection and 
repentance. Repentance is as simple as what the thief did on the 
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cross (Luke 23:39-43). Repentance for forgiveness of sins is in the 
Old Testament as well (Isa. 44:22, 55:7; Ezekiel 18:21-23, 27-28, 
31-32). Remember how David was forgiven for killing Uriah and 
taking his wife (2 Samuel 12:13)? When you accept Christ into 
your life, you are saved. Now what? Do you just sit around being 
saved? Or do you, like Paul, strive to reach the goal of perfection 
that Jesus commanded?

This brings up a problem for me. Consider this scripture:

And let patience be a perfect work, that you may be perfect and 
entire, lacking nothing. If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask 
of God, who gives to all men liberally and with grace, and it 
will be given him. But let him ask in faith, not doubting. For 
he who doubts is like the waves of the sea driven by the wind 
and tossed. Thus let not that man suppose that he will receive 
anything of the Lord.

—James 1:4-7

So if I ask God for wisdom, I have to believe he will give it to 
me. Can I actually believe that I can be perfect someday? This, 
so far, seems too proud and arrogant for me. And yet, it’s what 
Jesus commands. So far, what I have settled on is that I must 
work toward perfection, whether I can reach it or not. This sits 
well with me.

Early church history tells us that John, the author of the 
Revelation, lived to be about 100 years old. Towards the end of 
his life all he ever said to his followers was, “Children, love one 
another.” I have to wonder if he was so filled with God’s love that 
nothing else remained. Gone were all the theological discussions. 
Only love was left.

Consider Mother Teresa. Here is someone who totally dedicated 
herself to helping the most destitute people. What she did with 
Christ’s example is awe-inspiring. You could imagine that things 
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like greed, selfishness, and the love of money probably had little 
power over her at all.

Perhaps you know someone in your church, maybe an elderly 
person who’s been a Christian a long time. This person always 
seems happy. You won’t get lengthy theological discussions from 
this person, but you can always expect them to love and comfort 
you.

We could go on, I suppose, with examples of people who are 
filled with the love of God. The point is to become one of them, and 
the inner meaning of the Revelation is a visionary guide for this.

Whether we can be perfect or not, perhaps we should ask 
ourselves this question: do we have something better to do than 
try? Take a moment to ask God for this wisdom. But don’t just ask. 
You have to have more faith than that. You have to know that it’s 
on the way, without a doubt. Try this: Thank God for the wisdom 
as if he had already given it to you. Keep thanking him until you 
feel comforted inside knowing that it’s done. Take as long as you 
need.
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The Mystery of Christ

Chapter 5

The Revelation of Jesus Christ which God gave to him to show 
to his servants those things which must soon come to pass; he 
sent and signified it by his Angel to his servant John.

—Rev. 1:1

W HAT IS A revelation? It is an unveiling. Something 
hidden is being revealed.

For the mystery was made known to me by a revelation, as I 
have briefly written you before, so that when you read it you can 
understand my knowledge of the mystery of Christ.

—Eph. 3:3-4

What is the mystery of Christ?

Even the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from 
generations, but now is revealed to his saints; to whom God wanted 
to make known the riches of the glory of this mystery among the 
Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of our glory.

—Col. 1:26-27
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This is the mystery that is being revealed: Christ in you. Jesus 
did more than die for your sins. He was also an example. He shows 
you what you can be. He is the ultimate version of you.

That Christ may dwell in your inner man by faith, and in your 
hearts by love, strengthening your understanding and your 
foundation, so that you may be able to comprehend with all the 
saints what is the height and depth and length and breadth, and 
to know the love of Christ which surpasses all knowledge, that 
you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

—Eph. 3:17-19

“Christ” is not the last name of Jesus. It’s a title. It means 
“Messiah,” or “Anointed.” Only priests and kings were anointed. 
They were anointed on the head with oil, symbolic of God’s wisdom 
coming to them and changing their thinking. Jews were waiting for 
a Messiah who would be an earthly king, like David, who would 
free them from the oppression of other nations. Jesus revealed a 
spiritual kingdom, one which he said is within us (Luke 17:21). 
Jesus not only was the Christ, he also revealed the Christ in us. The 
Revelation is going to show you what happens as Christ is revealed 
in you, your community, your nation, and the world.

To many people this remains a mystery. They only believe in 
what they can see—the physical world. They are materialistic or 
“of the flesh.” Only the spiritually minded people will see the 
unveiling of the Christ.

The unveiling creates an upheaval. The sin in you may not go 
quietly. All of the troubles in your life are there to reveal the Christ 
in you. All of the troubles among the nations will reveal the Christ 
in the world.

Perhaps you’ve had moments, maybe in church, or maybe 
when looking at nature, God’s beautiful creation, when your mind 
became still and you were filled with peace. A wordless peace that 
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surpasses all human understanding, as when the Bible says, “Be 
still and know that I am God” (Psa. 46:10). Then it faded and you 
returned to the flesh. That flash of illumination is the Christ in you 
trying to surface. Hang on to the Word of God and these flashes of 
illumination will get more frequent. You may reach a point someday 
where you spend great periods of time in this state.

I had always had a view of Revelation as a depressing sort of 
book, but its original purpose was to encourage Christians who 
were being persecuted. It would show them how Christ would 
triumph over all of their troubles.
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The Angel

Chapter 6

…And he sent and signified it by his angel to his servant John.
—Rev. 1:1

THE WORD “ANGEL” in Aramaic is best translated as 
“God’s thought,” and refers to any way this thought comes 
to us. The seven angels of the seven churches refer to the 

leaders of those churches. They would reveal God’s thoughts 
to the church. Someone in prayer who changes his mind about 
something and becomes more in line with God’s will, would be 
said to have been spoken to by an angel. God’s thought had come 
to him.

While an angel can come as a powerful, brilliant spiritual 
being, this was not the only meaning for the term “angel.” (In 
later ages, wings were painted on pictures of angels to symbolize 
their omnipresence.) A first thought about this is that this 
meaning is a challenge to our present notion of what an angel 
is. It is, however, the original meaning of the word. 

A second thought about this is that there are a lot more angels 
around than we previously believed.
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Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this 
prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for 
the time is at hand.

—Rev. 1:3

“At hand” is not a phrase that means “is coming soon.” It means 
that it’s here now. The time to reveal the Christ in you is always 
now, never later.

John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto 
you, and peace, from him which is to come; and from the seven 
Spirits which are before his throne.

—Rev. 1:4

Seven is a number symbolizing completeness. Whenever seven 
is mentioned, something is divinely complete or fulfilled. 

The Aramaic word for “church” means a gathering or focal 
point. Its root meaning has to do with purging or cleansing. A 
church is a gathering of people that are being purged of sin.

“Asia” means “land of the dawning.” A new vision, like the sun, 
is now rising to shed its light.

The seven spirits before the throne of God are actually borrowed 
from Persian mysticism. These spirits are love, light, wisdom, truth, 
power, beauty, and life. These are all attributes of God.4

4. Dr. Rocco Errico got this information (and most of the information in this 
book) from Dr.George Lamsa, who was raised as an Aramaic-speaking 
Christian in the Middle East in the early 1900s. Dr. Lamsa’s opinions could 
reflect those of very early Christian beliefs passed down unchanged. (For 
more on Dr. Lamsa, see Appendix B: “Aramaic.”)

 I find, in general, that the idea that the Hebrews originated everything that 
they believed or did to be unnecessary. Consider Moses, who “was trained 
in all the wisdom of the Egyptians.” (Acts 7:22). When he made the Ark of 
the Covenant, it was similar to the mobile altars used by the Egyptians and 
found in their tombs. 
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The logical mind can’t comprehend the fullness of God. The 
Spirit can, but Spirit comes as a powerful feeling that doesn’t 
translate into words. What is done instead is to describe God’s 
attributes: God is all-powerful, God is all-knowing, God is love, 
etc. All of these are attributes of the same Spirit—God. Our minds 
run in circles around the source of all things—God. This idea will 
become very important in chapter four of The Revelation.

I was in the spirit on the Lord’s Day, and heard behind me a great 
voice, as of a trumpet.

—Rev. 1:10

The Aramaic translation of this verse has it starting “the spirit 
of prophecy came upon me.” John is in a visionary state, seeing 
more than the physical world. As if to emphasize this, the voice 
like a trumpet (a commanding voice) comes from behind him, 
not in front where his physical eyes would see it. He has to turn 
around. What he sees next is visionary. The imagery will describe 
the qualities of the being he sees.
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The Son of Man

Chapter 7

And I heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, saying, I 
am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last.

—Rev. 1:10-11

A LPHA AND OMEGA are the first and last letters of the 
Greek alphabet. In Aramaic this reads “Aleph and Tau,” 
the first and last letters in that language. We might say 

“the A to Z.” First and last is an Aramaic phrase that means there 
will be no more messages. This is it. This reveals it all.

And I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And being 
turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks.

—Rev. 1:12

This is the Hebrew Menorah in the temple or tabernacle.

And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son 
of Man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about 
the breast with a golden girdle.

—Rev. 1:13
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The long robe is a priest’s robe, which indicates service to 
God. The golden girdle is what a king would wear, signifying an 
absolute dominion coming from the heart. “Son of Man” refers 
to a human being. When Jesus calls himself this, he is humbling 
himself. He is saying he is just a man. “Like unto the Son of Man” 
in a human form, but implies that it isn’t exactly human. It’s a 
powerful spirit that looks like a man.

His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; 
and his eyes were like a flame of fire…

—Rev. 1:14

The white hair signifies a mind that has absolutely perfect truth5 

(Proverbs 16:31). The mind is totally purified. The eyes can see 
right through you. They see only the truth and can’t be deceived. 
They also have a sincere quality, like the eyes of a child.

And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; 
and his voice as the sound of many waters…

—Rev. 1:15

The Aramaic word for “foot” can also refer to the entire leg. 
Our legs support us and allow us to move. Brass legs are a solid 
support. This spirit can’t be shaken. They are red hot, they will 
trample, burn, and purify all sin and untruth.

“Many waters” describes a waterfall. This voice is an all-
encompassing truth, the only truth, the Word of God. The absolute 
truth.

And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth 
went a sharp two-edged sword: and his countenance was as the 
sun shineth in his strength.

—Rev. 1:16

5. From Dr. Lamsa in conversation with Dr. Errico (see note 7).
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To this day, Aramaic speaking people will refer to an eloquent 
speaker as having a two-edged sword in his mouth. Our idiom 
might be to say that he has a silver tongue. This spirit can perfectly 
convey the absolute truth. 

If you’ve ever tried to look at the sun, you can get a sense of 
the awesome power radiating from the face of this being.

And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his 
right hand upon me, saying unto me, fear not; I am the first and 
the last.

—Rev. 1:17

To fall as dead means that he fainted. Here was John, who 
worked closely with Christ in human form and saw his miracles. 
When he saw the Christ unveiled, unbound, in all his fullness, his 
mind and body were overwhelmed and he passed out.

I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for 
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.

—Rev. 1:18

There is certainly a reference here to the death, resurrection, and 
ascension of Jesus. There are also other levels of meaning. Many 
times in church history the power of Christ has died. Christianity 
has survived the dark ages, times when the pope wasn’t Christian 
and wanted power over Europe. There were times when only priests 
read Bibles and told their followers they had to buy their way out 
of purgatory. Christianity, for long periods, has been reduced to 
dry, mysterious ceremonies with little of the real power of Christ 
for the people.

Funny story: Where I live there’s a Catholic church. And long 
ago, when I was young, it was run by a priest with a rather boring 
preaching style. He read the same papal letter every week in a rather 
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unanimated fashion. This and the mass, with its standing, sitting, 
songs, and amens were what went on there. One day, a little old 
Italian man from the neighborhood walked in for the first time. 
In the middle of the service, he stood up and said rather loudly, 
“You make us to stand up and sitta down like cows!” He left and 
never returned.

Yet, throughout the dark ages of the church, there have always 
been those who prayed for wisdom and received it. Christ stands 
at the door and knocks. Many have opened the door. There’s 
a movement among churches today for the power of Christ to 
return. People are praying in tongues, laying hands on the sick, 
and otherwise unveiling the Christ in them and in the church. This 
movement shows no signs of “blowing over.” Christ is alive and 
lives forevermore.

Are there times in your life when things “of the flesh” over-
whelm your thinking and Christ dies? Daily, I’m sure. Hang on to 
the Christ in you as you are able.

“Hell” in the Greek translation is Hades, a place of burning 
and suffering in the underworld. In Aramaic and Old Testament 
Hebrew, the word is “Sheol,” a place where all people, good or bad, 
sleep until the resurrection. When Jesus mentions hell fire (Matt. 
18:9) it comes from a different word, “Gehenna.” This was an actual 
physical place outside of Jerusalem that was considered evil because 
of a king long before who practiced human sacrifice, even killing 
his own son. In Jesus’ day, it was a place used to burn garbage and 
the bodies of plague victims. The idiomatic meaning of the phrase, 
Gehenna, is “internal torment.” Jesus is saying that when you hang 
onto sin you are suffering inside now. Think of times when you 
couldn’t forgive and held onto hatred. You burned inside.

A man of great wrath shall suffer harm; the more he is hostile 
the more he increases his burden.

—Prov. 19:19
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For the eastern Aramaic speaking churches and certain Christian 
scholars, the concept of Hades is a thing of debate. But you don’t 
have to worry about it. The Christ in you has the keys to (meaning 
“authority over”) hell (whether Hades or Sheol) and death. You will 
not burn in the underworld, sleep in the ground, or die. For you, 
losing your body in death will be like taking off a jacket.
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The Message to the 
Churches

Chapter 8

EACH OF THE messages to the churches has a pattern that 
you will find useful in your Christian life. It starts with one 
of the aspects of the revealed Christ, then acknowledges the 

problem, then brings up an aspect of Christ that solves the problem. 
The problem isn’t fought directly; a return to God is always the 
answer. You don’t go into a dark room with a shovel to remove the 
darkness. You turn on a light. The light of God is always the answer.

Each church is also said to correspond to a seal, trumpet, and 
bowl later on in the vision. This is a very complex and beautiful 
vision. Looking at it from new angles may have you learning more. 
After reading this book, you may want to read again about the 
first church, first seal, first trumpet, and first bowl to see what the 
connections are.
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Ephesus

Chapter 9

Unto the Angel of the church of Ephesus write, these things saith 
he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walked 
in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks; I know thy works 
and thy labor, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear 
them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are 
apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars: and hast borne, 
and hast patience and for my name’s sake hast labored, and hast 
not fainted. Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because 
thou hast left thy first love.

—Rev. 2:1-4

FIRST LOVE” IS a spiritual quality. The original enthusiasm 
and joy believers found in Christ faded as they got bogged 
down in various cares and teachings.

Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen and repent, 
and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and 
will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.

—Rev. 2:5
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If they are trying to go on without the light of God, they put out 
their own candle. To say it is like this is the way Middle Easterners 
speak. People hang on to their errors and this causes the suffering 
in their lives. The wrath of God is that God won’t stop the process 
(Jer. 7:19; Prov. 5:22).

“Repent” is from an Aramaic word that means to flow back to the 
source. The source is God. It doesn’t refer to an intellectual decision 
to follow a certain teaching, and it doesn’t mean being sorry for 
something you did. This message started with the Christ who walks 
among the candlesticks. This aspect of the Christ (light, illumination, 
enlightenment), is the aspect of God they are to flow back to.

But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolatians, 
which I also hate.

—Rev. 2:6

Nicolas was an elder from Jerusalem who moved to Antioch. 
He claimed to be an apostle but his teachings were false.

He that hath an ear, let him hear, what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of 
life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.

—Rev. 2:7

The tree of life goes back to Genesis. To eat of this tree would cause 
you to live forever. In certain Jewish thought, this tree involved a clear, 
calm mind, always in union with God. After man’s fall, the way to this 
tree was guarded by a flaming sword “which turned every way.” This 
would represent the chattering, distracted mind we have now. It is 
constantly going from one thing to another and doesn’t stay focused 
on God. This keeps us from the Tree of Life. (Genesis 3:22-24)6

6. Zohar, from the book The Other Bible by Willis Barnstone, p. 717.”The 
Tree of Life.” This chapter is very clear about the analogy of the flaming 
sword vs. a mind distracted from the things of God.
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“Paradise” is a Persian word for a walled garden. The best fruit 
was in the center, where the owner sat in a booth, watching for 
thieves. People stole from the sides near the walls. Eternal life is the 
finest fruit in God’s garden. The walled garden is also a metaphor 
for the quality of your life. Look for the finest fruits in yourself 
and others.

Have you lost the passion for the faith that you once had? 
Has your light gone out? Passion is part of your faith. If you’ve 
lost it, you need it back. Pray in faith. Thank God for the passion, 
as if He had already given it to you. Thank Him until you feel a 
difference.
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Smyrna

Chapter 10

And unto the angel of the church of Smyrna write: These things 
saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive.

—Rev. 2:8

W HEN THIS STATEMENT is first made to John (Rev. 
1:18) he goes on to say, “I have the keys of hell and 
of death.” This is important, as it is the key to the 

problem of Smyrna.

I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art 
rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say they are 
Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan. Fear none of 
those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast 
some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have 
tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give 
thee a crown of life.

—Rev. 2:9-10

The main problem in Smyrna is a fear of death. Christians were 
being persecuted. Walking around in fear is a heavy burden. Fear 
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can also create the “riches” of desperate and powerful prayer. The 
Church of Smyrna are also too focused on their poverty, when they 
are spiritually rich. When we focus on our problems, we empower 
them. The focus should be on God. This can also be a spiritual 
poverty. They don’t believe they know it all. This humility is a 
source of great spiritual wealth.

“Satan” is from an Aramaic word meaning “to slip, slide, or 
miss the mark (as when an arrow is fired).” This doesn’t have to be 
overwhelmingly evil; anything that keeps you from walking with 
God has you missing the target. Remember how Jesus was always 
dealing with Pharisees who kept all sorts of rules, but didn’t have 
the Spirit of God. Well, they missed the point. They were of the 
Synagogue of Satan. The church of error.

The devil in this context is the opposition. Numbers in visionary 
literature are typically not to be taken literally. Ten days is a short 
time. Now that the problem of Smyrna has been revealed, it won’t 
imprison you for long. 

And how are we to view suffering? Remember how Christians, 
beaten for their faith, were thankful to have been found worthy to 
suffer (Acts 5:41).Think about it. How much harder do you pray 
when you are suffering? Those times are there to reveal the Christ 
in you. Don’t run from suffering or try to forget it. Fully allow 
yourself to feel it and add the sense of certainty that God will get 
you through it just fine.

You’re going to live forever. You are a king over your destiny 
here. You have the Crown of Life. What are you afraid of?

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches; he that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second 
death.

—Rev. 2:11
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Agreeing intellectually that we shouldn’t be afraid of suffering, 
poverty, and death is one thing. To know it in your spirit so you 
can actually do it is another. The Spirit must speak to the depths 
of your soul. You have to have a spiritual ear to hear it, not just a 
physical one.

What is the second death? Jesus says not to fear the person who 
can kill your body, fear the one who can cast you into hell (Luke 
12:4-5). The death of your body is the first death. The Christ in 
you has power over hell, the second death.

Are you burdened with a focus on economic troubles, physical 
illness, or a fear of death? Thank God for the powerful focus this 
gives your prayer. Don’t be afraid to feel these things. Thank God 
for getting you through them as if he had already done so. When 
you have dissolved the thoughts of poverty, illness, and death, 
you may find that the actual poverty, illness, and life-threatening 
situations leave you as well. Thank God for the perfect love that 
casts out fear (1 John 4:18).
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Pergamos

Chapter 11

And to the Angel of the church in Pergamos write; these things 
saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges; I know they 
works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan’s seat is: and 
thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even 
in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was 
slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.

—Rev. 2:12-13

PERGAMOS WAS A seat of emperor worship, the total 
worship of man’s power. This is error, or “where Satan’s seat 
is.” One of their own was killed for his faith in the midst 

of this error.
“Holdest fast my name” has a deeper meaning than you might 

suppose. When Jesus talks about doing something “in my name,” it 
has meaning closer to “as I’ve taught you.” The people of Pergamos 
are holding to the teachings of Jesus.7

7. The Hidden Gospel by Neil Douglas-Klotz, Chapter 5.
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But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there 
them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to cast 
a stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things 
sacrificed to idols, and to commit fornication.

—Rev. 2:14

In the Old Testament, Balaam was a prophet hired by the King 
Balak to curse Israel. Instead, Balaam blessed them. God didn’t allow 
the curse. What was done to hurt Israel instead was to set up Baal 
worship all around their camp. This involved eating roasted meat, 
drinking wine, and having sex with women who were provided for 
this purpose. Thousands were deceived and destroyed.

Pergamos was feasting on physical things in a way that made 
them forget God. Sensuality was the error. Eat, drink, and be 
merry.

So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolatians, 
which thing I hate.

—Rev. 2:15

Forgetting God in this way included false Christian teachings 
as well.

Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against 
them with the sword of my mouth.

—Rev. 2:16

We must flow back to the source—God. But you can’t fight 
sensuality with celibacy. You may end up desiring sex all the time 
anyway. Truth, the sword in the mouth, is the answer. The Church 
of Pergamos must know the truth about what they’re doing. 
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He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches; to him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden 
manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a name 
written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.

—Rev. 2:17

Manna means, “what is it?” or more literally, “what is?” The 
children of Israel didn’t know what manna was when they first found 
it. Hidden manna is spiritual food that sustains from within.

A victorious king or general would return from battle and 
have his name carved in white stone, symbolic of victory, purity, 
and originality. When someone in the Middle East changed their 
religion, they changed their name as well, as when Saul became 
Paul. This was a sign of the change within. This new name is not 
on a stone that everyone can see. It is a total victory within you.

Do you immerse yourself in the pleasures of the flesh in a way 
that makes you forget God? Would you like to be able to enjoy 
these things as gifts from God instead? Remember that Jesus didn’t 
fast as John the Baptist did, but came eating and drinking (Matt. 
11:18-19). Physical pleasures are just shadows of a great spiritual 
truth. Thank God for this truth. Thank God for the ability to use 
physical pleasure as a gift from God (1 Cor. 10:31).





•  41  •

Thyatira

Chapter 12

And unto the angel of the church of Thyatira write; These things 
saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, 
and his feet are like fine brass.

—Rev. 2:18

SON OF GOD” is a term that might best be translated as 
“God-like.” “Son” is the same word used to mean “create,” 
as when God created the world. This is a man who perfectly 

radiates the spirit and truth of God. The eyes will see through the 
problem, the red-hot feet of brass are firmly rooted in the truth, 
and will trample and burn the error. This spirit of the Christ in you 
is where we start before we turn to the problem.

I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy 
patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than the first. 
Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou 
sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, 
to teach and seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to 
eat things sacrificed unto idols. And I gave her space to repent 
of her fornication; and she repented not. Behold I will cast her 
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into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great 
tribulation, except they repent of their deeds. And I will kill her 
children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he 
which searcheth the reigns and hearts; and I will give everyone 
of you according to your works.

—Rev. 2:19-23

Jezebel is seducing people with false teachings. Her “children” 
are her students. Teachers are called fathers in the Middle East. 
Students are called sons. The seduction of false teaching is the sin 
of Thyatira.

God’s truth doesn’t seduce. God’s light shines like the sun on 
the good and the bad and doesn’t force anyone to do anything 
(Matt. 5:45).

“Bed” in Aramaic here is “sickbed” or “deathbed.” Unrestricted 
sex can easily spread venereal disease that was mostly incurable 
back then.

And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, 
to him will I give power over the nations.

—Rev. 2:26

This is a universal truth.

And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter 
shall they be broken to slivers: even as I received of my Father.

—Rev. 2:27

A shepherd would have a rod and a staff. A staff was a stout 
stick used to defend the sheep against wild animals and thieves. 
The rod was thin, and was used to discipline the lambs. As they 
grew up, they would be trained to follow the shepherd everywhere 
he goes. A rod of iron was never used for this. Only a king who 
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wanted to severely punish a very evil criminal would use a rod of 
iron. If you can imagine smashing pottery with an iron rod this is 
the authority you have over false, seductive teaching. The absolute 
truth will shatter these things as they arise in you.

And I will give him the morning star.
—Rev. 2:28

The morning star is the first light before sunrise. Many people 
love to go out and watch the sunrise. The earliest Christians 
gathered before dawn, facing east to pray. It is this feeling that is 
being expressed. The power over seductive false theologies will be 
the dawning of a new day for you.

Sometimes it’s hard to know when we’re being seduced. Is there 
any aspect of your particular faith that seems to be forcing you to 
do something, especially if that something has bad results in your 
life? Thank God for the absolute truth that shatters such forced 
action. Thank God for a faith that feels free, a thing of love.
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Sardis

Chapter 13

And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things 
saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars.

—Rev. 3:1

THE SEVEN SPIRITS are love, light, wisdom, truth, power, 
beauty, and life. The total nature of God in you is the 
solution to the following problem.

I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and 
art dead.

—Rev. 3:1

To “have a name” means you are successful, and is often used 
for people who are rich. To be “alive” means to be well-known, 
famous. Spiritually this has caused them to die inside. Sardis has 
a false view of material success.

Consider these verses:

Remove far from me vanity and lies; give me neither poverty 
nor riches; give me life sufficient. Lest I be full, and lie, and say, 
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Who is the Lord? Or lest I be poor and steal, and take the name 
of my God in vain.

—Prov. 30:8-9

Wealth is a spiritual tightrope to walk that makes it easy to 
forget God. This is the problem of Sardis. They are trying to put a 
rope through the eye of a needle. They need a full focus on God 
to survive the temptation of wealth and success. Few can do this 
(Rev. 3:4; Matt. 19:23-26).

He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; 
and I will not blot his name out of the book of life, but I will 
confess his name before My Father and before his angels.

—Rev. 3:5

The white robes are priests’ robes. This is perfect service to 
God. The book of life in the Middle East was a record of all who 
had performed useful works in a kingdom. These would be read 
(confessed) on occasion in the king’s court. To overcome the trial 
of wealth and success will make you someone whose works are 
things of lasting spiritual value.

Is wealth and success something that makes you forget God? 
Thank God for the awesome focus you need to withstand the 
distraction of wealth.
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Philadelphia

Chapter 14

And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These 
things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key 
of David, he that openeth and no man shutteth; and shutteth, 
and no man openeth.

—Rev. 3:7

PHILADELPHIA MEANS “CITY of brotherly love.” David 
means “beloved.” The authority (key) of love opens doors 
that cannot be shut.

I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, 
and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast 
kept my word, and hast not denied my name.

—Rev. 3:8

The problem in Philadelphia is physical or spiritual weakness, 
“little strength.” An open door is an opportunity. Love is the answer 
to weakness.
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Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my 
God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the 
name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which 
is New Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my 
God: and I will write upon him my new name.

—Rev. 3:12

To be a pillar is to be a firm support for the church. To never 
go out is to walk with God constantly. Pillars in Middle Eastern 
temples were engraved with the name of the deity worshiped there. 
To have God’s name engraved on you is to have God’ qualities 
permanently etched on your mind and soul.

Jerusalem means “City of Peace.” To wish someone peace 
originally meant, “I surrender to you.” The new name of Christ, 
as we will see later, is the Lamb. This is a spirit of meekness, 
pliability, and total surrender to the will of God. Are you plagued 
with physical or spiritual weaknesses? Thank God for the love that 
is the real strength.
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Laodicea

Chapter 15

And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write: these 
things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning 
of the creation of God.

—Rev. 3:14

A MEN” (SOMETIMES TRANSLATED as “verily”) means to 
make firm or establish. The Aramaic words for “believe” 
and “faith” have the same root and similar meaning. Amen 

is used at the beginning of a sentence to show that the speaker is 
not exaggerating. Here the Spirit is establishing a firm spirit of 
truth. You can trust what follows.

I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I 
would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art 
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spew thee out of 
my mouth.

—Rev. 3:15-16



50  •  The Apocalypse Within

Middle Easterners avoid drinking lukewarm water because it tends 
to make them sick.8 To be neither cold nor hot is to be apathetic.

Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and 
have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, 
and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.

—Rev. 3:17

Laodicea was the wealthiest and largest church. Such a large 
congregation would have not just physical wealth, but scholarly 
wealth as well. Remember that all physical things in the Revelation, 
in this interpretation, have spiritual meanings also. Filling your 
head with intellectual studies of God can make you think you have 
everything, and you become complacent (See Ecclesiastes 12:12).

I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest 
be rich; and white raiment that thou mayest be clothed, and that 
the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes 
with eye salve, that thou mayest see.

—Rev. 3:18

Gold is symbolic of prosperity, honor, beauty, and truth. Gold 
refined in the fire is a relatively soft metal, very flexible. Real truth is 
not dogmatic. Fire, meaning “purification,” implies a lot of work and 
struggle to reach this gold. Eye salve is spiritual sight and understanding. 
They must see through the prosperity and intellectual learning.

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in to him, and I will sup with 
him, and he with me.

—Rev. 3:20

8. Laodicea had cold and hot springs outside the city. The water that reached them 
was lukewarm and filled with minerals. Archeologists digging in Laodicea find 
the water pipes almost clogged with these mineral deposits. This statement 
about lukewarm and sickening water was a direct reference to their city.
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In the Middle East, everyone had a different knock. A beggar 
would knock differently than a family member. You pretty much 
knew who was at the door before you opened it. To eat with 
someone in the Middle East was not a small social affair. It was a 
serious contract of friendship. This was especially true of bread. 
Bread was made with prayer. It symbolized truth. No one lied when 
bread was on the table. To show someone you were being honest, 
you held a piece of bread while you were talking. If you wanted to 
lie, you waited until the bread was gone. If a king walked into the 
room when bread was on the table, you didn’t rise to greet him, you 
invited him to sit and eat. There was something called the “covenant 
of bread and salt.” You ate bread and salt together and were friends 
for life. If anyone broke this covenant, that person would never 
be trusted again. Two enemies seated at the same table never ate 
from the same loaf of bread. If you found a piece of bread on the 
ground you picked it up, kissed it, and put it up high, so it wouldn’t 
be trampled. Maybe you’ve wondered why the disciples gathered 
the fragments after Jesus fed the multitudes. In Aramaic-speaking 
churches, to this day, when someone can’t make it to the services, 
a piece of the communion bread is taken to him. By eating it, he 
becomes a part of what went on in the church.9

Some believe this was the origin of animal sacrifice. In ancient 
times there were no written contracts. To make an agreement about 
something, you ate together. So how do you make a covenant with 
God? The same way. But God has no mouth with which to eat, so 
you burn his portion and the smoke ascends to heaven.

Jesus is asking you to recognize his knock and allow the Christ 
into yourself for a permanent union.

9. The Syrian Christ by Abraham Rihbany, Part III, “Bread and Salt.”
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To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even 
as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.

—Rev. 3:21

In a king’s throne room, there were smaller thrones for his 
advisors. A throne is authority. When you have conquered apathy, 
the Christ in you will have the authority of God. Has an abundance 
of wealth, even a wealth of theological knowledge, made you 
believe you have all you need? The apathy that comes from this is 
keeping you from the ultimate truth. Thank God for allowing you 
to overcome this error for a more perfect union with Christ.
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The Source

Chapter 16

W HAT HAPPENS NEXT is that John has a vision of 
God. The infinite God cannot be fully understood 
by the logical mind. Our spirit can feel it but can’t 

explain it in words. What we do instead is dance logical circles 
around the central idea of God by explaining his attributes. You 
will see this in abundance in John’s vision. Remember that all of 
these attributes come from the same God, all at once. Our minds 
just can’t comprehend it this way.

After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: 
and the first voice which I heard was at it were of a trumpet 
talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will show 
thee things which must be hereafter.

—Rev. 4:1

A door opened is an opportunity. John is now in a visionary, 
receptive state of mind. Trumpets in the ancient world were used 
to give orders to troops in the confusion of battle. They were also 
used to call people to worship in the temple. This is a commanding 
voice John heard, one like a trumpet.
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And immediately I was in the Spirit: and, behold, a throne was set 
in heaven, and one sat on the throne. And he that sat was to look 
upon like a jasper and a sardine stone and there was a rainbow 
round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald.

—Rev. 4:2-3

The throne in heaven is God’s absolute power and authority. 
Jasper is a green stone. Sardine is a green and brown stone. The 
emerald rainbow is also green. In the Middle East green is symbolic 
of wisdom. God’s power radiates wisdom.

And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon 
the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white 
raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold.

—Rev. 4:4

Twelve is another number symbolizing completeness. This 
would include multiples of 12, like 24. In this case, the elders are 
said to symbolize both the 12 tribes of Israel and the 12 apostles. 
This is the old and new covenant. These are seated around God’s 
throne like the advisors around the throne of a king. Advisors 
help the king make judgments. When the absolute truth comes, 
by nature it judges all error. Things will be balanced.

And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and 
voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the 
throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.

—Rev. 4:5

In the Middle East lightning is symbolic of flashes of illumina-
tion. Thunder is the voice of God. The menorah makes another 
appearance here, now becoming the seven Spirits of God. The 
menorah is the first symbol in this vision from the Jewish temple. 
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As we will see, this vision of heaven is a blend of the temple and a 
king’s throne room: absolute spiritual and physical power.

And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: 
and in the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were 
four beasts full of eyes before and behind.

—Rev. 4:6

In the temple was a laver, a pool of water, for ritual cleansing. 
In Solomon’s temple it was so big you needed a ladder to get up to 
it. The water was perfectly still. This was the sea of glass.

In a king’s throne room various animals would be chained 
there—lions, tigers, eagles—to symbolize the king’s power. The 
four animals before God’s throne have a particular significance.

In the ancient world the earth was considered to be flat and 
square. There was a ceiling over it and a floor beneath. (The upper 
and lower firmament.) The moon was the size of a grapefruit and 
the sun the size of a large melon. All the heavenly bodies were put 
there for our benefit. The square earth with its four sides gives us 
the symbolic meaning of the number four. The beasts are showing 
us something that is universal over the whole earth.

Each beast is different with a different meaning. The lion is 
dominion, the calf (or ox) is strength, man is intelligence, and 
the flying eagle is omnipresence. Eyes before and behind see the 
past and future. The six wings are omnipresence. Full of eyes is 
omniscience—can see everything. John is saying that God “was, and 
is, and is to come.” He is present throughout time (Rev. 4: 7-8).

The beasts are also said to symbolize four aspects of man when 
he is in union with God. The man is our logical mind, the ox is 
the physical body, the lion is the emotions, and the flying eagle is 
the Spirit of God in us.

The elders fall down to worship God and cast their crowns before 
the throne. All power and authority are God’s. They go on to say 
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that God is worthy of this honor “For thou hast created all things, 
and for thy pleasure they are and were created” (Rev. 4:10-11).

Are and were created? Is God still creating the world? Consider 
Jeremiah 23:24 where God says, “Heaven and earth are filled with 
me.” God did not create the world and leave. God, the source of 
all things, is also the only thing there is. “There is none but God” 
(Deut. 4:35, 39; Isa. 45:5-6, 18). “None” is from a Hebrew word 
meaning “nothing.” There is nothing but God. When this God is 
seated in the throne of your heart all errors in thinking will, as we 
will see, be dissolved. But how do we do this? How do we approach 
the throne of God?
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The Lamb

Chapter 17

And I saw in the right hand of Him that sat on the throne a book 
written within and on the back side, sealed with seven seals.

—Rev. 5:1

IN THE ANCIENT world a king would seal a scroll with just 
one seal, which would be a patch of wax that he imprinted 
with the image on his ring. Only a high official could break 

the seal. “Seven seals” means completely sealed. Coming from the 
right hand (the power hand) of God means that this scroll contains 
the mystery of life. If the seals aren’t broken it can’t be read, and 
it will remain a mystery.

No one is found worthy to open the book, which upsets John 
greatly (Rev. 5:2-4). But then he is told that the Lion of the tribe 
of Judah can open this book (Rev. 5:5). A lion is a powerful animal 
that symbolizes dominion. Here is the spirit with the power and 
authority to reveal the secrets of life. But what appears next is in 
sharp contrast to anything resembling a powerful lion.

And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four 
beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been 
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slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven 
spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.

—Rev. 5:6

A lamb is just about the most powerless creature that could have 
appeared. And this is not just any lamb, it’s a dead lamb. According 
to the way Jews slaughter animals, it’s probably standing there 
with its throat cut. But it also has seven horns (complete power 
and authority) and seven eyes (total spiritual sight). These eyes 
are the seven Spirits of God (love, light, wisdom, truth, power, 
beauty, and life.)

This is an obvious reference to Jesus and his sacrifice on the 
cross, but there are other layers of meaning here as well. This is 
the nature of the Christ in you, the hope of your glory.

This is my commandment: that you love one another just as I 
have loved you. There is no greater love than this, that a man 
lay down his life for the sake of his friends. You are my friends 
if you do everything that I command you.

—John 15:12-14

In the Eastern Churches that still speak Aramaic, the death 
of Jesus on the cross (in addition to dying for our sins) is also an 
example of the kind of love we are to have (1 Pet. 2:21). In fact, 
the general tone of the Eastern Church is that Christianity is not 
something you logically believe, it’s something you physically do. 
In the entire history of this church, there are relatively few people 
who write long theological explanations, compared to the western 
church. It was never considered necessary. Using Jesus’ death on 
the cross as an example, do you have a love you would die for?

A lamb follows the shepherd wherever the shepherd wants it 
to go, even to its death. The shepherd is God, and we should strive 
to be the lamb. This idea of going wherever God’s truth leads us 
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brings up the concept of meekness. The Aramaic word translated 
as “meek” also has the meaning of being flexible or pliable. Meek 
people are not stiff and dogmatic.

Jesus was not the only teacher of parables. Using parables 
was a common teaching method in the Middle East.10 A parable 
is a story that hides its meaning so that you have to figure it 
out yourself. A popular parable in Jesus’ day was the story of an 
oak tree and a reed. When winds blew, the oak stood straight 
and unyielding while the reed bent back and forth. When a 
strong enough wind came, the oak was blown down, but the 
reed survived. This is the concept of meekness—flexibility. If 
you are too set in your ways, or dependent on your own power 
or philosophy, God’s ultimate truth will shatter your reality 
painfully. Jesus refers to this parable when he talks about John 
the Baptist: “What did you go out to the wilderness to see? A 
reed, which is shaken by the wind?” (Matt. 11:7; Luke 7:24). 
Everyone would know what he meant.

What needs to be slain in you? Your ego, perhaps? If you think 
you know enough about God, then the infinite wisdom of God 
will eventually send that ego crashing to the ground. You will get 
humility in any event, but perhaps we should find humility first. 
It will be easier. 

For whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it and whoever loses 
his life for my sake shall find it.

—Matt. 16:25

Can you be prepared to give up your own life of theologies, 
stubbornness, and thoughts of personal power to allow the pure 
knowledge of God to come in?

10. For a book that compares the parables of Jesus to other Jewish parables, see 
The Parables: Jewish Tradition and Christian Interpretation, by Brad H. Young.
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Lastly, let’s look at what Middle Easterners felt about lambs. 
Lambs were like well-loved pets. A lamb might evoke the same 
feelings in them as a puppy or kitten does for us. This is a beautiful, 
innocent, playful creature that brings joy to look at.

All of the qualities of the Lamb are the qualities in you that can 
approach the throne of God and unravel the secret of life. 

The rest of the chapter is a celebration of the Lamb. This 
includes an infinite number of angels playing harps and singing to 
God. Ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands 
would be infinite to the common people who could only count to 
about one hundred. In a king’s throne room there would be people 
playing instruments and singing praises to him. The spiritual 
meaning is total devotion to God. Thank God for these qualities 
of the Lamb in yourself. Thank God for allowing you to see them 
perfected in yourself.
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The Seals

Chapter 18

R EMEMBER THAT THE seals keep the scroll from opening. 
These seals are going to show you the errors in man’s 
thinking that keep him from seeing the full nature of 

God. Be forewarned that this may not be easy. If you are holding 
out hope that you can stay the way you are, you may want to close 
this book now and try to forget the whole thing. If you have the 
courage to let the Lamb show you the depths of your erroneous 
thinking then read on. Be forewarned, however, that once these 
seals are broken you may never be the same again. You may never 
be able to engage in this erroneous thinking without knowing that 
it separates you from God. You may never know peace until you 
let God dissolve it entirely.
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The Four Horsemen

Chapter 19

And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, 
as it were the noise of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, 
Come and see. And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that 
sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given to him; and he 
went forth conquering, and to conquer.

—Rev. 6:1-2

THIS IS CERTAINLY about war. But when does a war actually 
start? Does it start when troops cross a border? No, it starts 
in the mind of a leader who decides to go to war. This is 

the idea of conquest and control.
Each of the four horsemen is introduced by one of the beasts 

around the throne. Each of the horsemen is a human perversion 
of one of the qualities of God. 

The first beast is the lion: God’s dominion. God’s dominion is 
done totally by love.

But I say to you, Love your enemies, bless anyone who curses 
you, do good to anyone who hates you, and pray for those who 
carry you away by force and persecute you. So that you may 
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become sons of your Father who is in heaven, who causes his 
sun to shine upon the good and the bad, and who pours down 
his rain upon the just and the unjust.

—Matt. 5:44-45

This is how man operates with the same dominion as God. To 
conquer or control is a human perversion, and we do this on a few 
levels. We try to control ourselves, we try to control others, and, as 
nations, we go to war. Within ourselves, we may think we can, by 
our own power, dominate our sinful nature and bad habits. This 
tiring exercise leads to failure and more attempts to control. As we 
learned from the message to the churches, surrender to the power 
of God solves the problem.

Dominating others can be a never-ending fascination in our 
personal lives. There is a little demon in you that firmly believes 
all of earth’s billions of people, with their various cultures and 
philosophies, are just failed versions of yourself. You must certainly 
go about changing them.

I have noticed this, oddly enough, in the way Christians go 
about sharing their faith. I have listened to people, leaning into 
my face, going on endlessly about Christian concepts in a fashion 
that made me wish they would shut up and go away. And that’s 
strange, since I agreed with every point they made.

Imagine sitting down to your favorite meal—a pleasant thing 
to imagine. Now think about being tied to a chair and having that 
same food shoved down your throat on the end of an ax handle. 
This is what we do when we try to force Christ on people. Be 
forewarned that people know when they are being coerced and 
verbally abused, even when it’s being done by a smiling person 
spouting Bible verses. They can feel it. You may scatter more people 
than you gather.

In a way, this way of sharing Christ shows a lack of faith. I’ve 
had someone with a powerful healing ministry, someone who can 
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lay hands on people, believe they are healed, and they are healed, 
talk endlessly about Jesus in a smiling and abusive fashion to me 
because she couldn’t believe that a few words about Jesus would 
have us both seeing each other in heaven. She did not want me to 
be saved; she wanted me to be like her. By the way she couldn’t 
stop talking, I wonder if she had faith to believe it was possible.

Are there any Christian nations on a global level? Would a 
Christian nation fill its bombers with food, clothing, and medical 
supplies to drop on its enemies? Instead, there are endless wars. 
The Franco-Prussian War set the stage for World War I, which set 
the stage for World War II, which set the stage for the Cold War, 
including Korea and Vietnam, which set the stage for the War on 
Terror. War creates war. If you don’t believe that peaceful actions 
can have political power, then study the methods of Martin Luther 
King or Mahatma Gandhi.

Be not overcome with evil, but overcome evil with good.
—Rom. 12:21

Wisdom is better than weapons; yea, it is better for those who 
see the light of the truth.

—Eccles. 7:11

He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he who 
conquers himself than he who takes a city.

—Prov. 16:32

Consider the earliest Christians. In 112 a.d., some Roman 
Christians were captured and interrogated. This was in an area 
of Turkey, north of where John’s seven churches were located. It 
was found that these Christians gathered before dawn, worshiped 
Christ as God, took oaths not to hurt anybody, and shared a meal 
of innocent food. Took oaths not to hurt anybody? Do you do this 
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in your church? I’ve never done it in mine. Yet this was a part of 
their faith. The earliest Christians were completely anti-war. Roman 
soldiers who converted quit the military. Some were executed for 
refusing to fight. The first century Christian writer, Ignatius, called 
for the abolition of warfare, and the second century Christian, 
Origen, stated that Christians were not to become soldiers, even if 
forced by the emperor.11

Here’s a story from the Aramaic churches. There was a Persian 
general who was escorting prisoners. Most of them gave him 
trouble, trying to escape, cursing and resisting and such. One small 
group was totally peaceful and cooperative. When he asked them 
why, they told him that they were Christians and that they believed 
in loving their enemies. The general was so moved that he quit the 
military and became a Christian.12

Back in those times, if you were killed unjustly, you died cursing 
your enemies. Christians died blessing and forgiving. This was 
unheard of. It sent a marvelous shock wave through the people 
who saw it. They wanted to know why Christians did this. The 
earliest martyrs looked forward to their deaths. Their deaths spread 
Christianity like a fire.

By now your mind may be reeling. It might be busy with excuses. 
Certainly, I must control my sins. Certainly, I must aggressively 
recruit new Christians. And aren’t there necessary wars?

CONQUEST NEVER WORKS! 

Conquest is a perversion of God’s love. Any creature fights 
harder when backed into a corner. Is that little demon inside you 
any exception? Are those excuses the way in which conquest fights 
back? Maybe it’s too late for that. This seal is broken; the demon 
is exposed for what it is. The next time you try to control your 

11. Non-violence: The History of a Dangerous Idea by Mark Kurlansky, Chapter 2.

12. The Kingdom on Earth by Dr. George Lamsa, p. 56.
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problems by your own power, or lean into someone’s face with 
the intent of making them like yourself, or engage in any form of 
domination, you may have to face the fact that you are separating 
yourself from God.13

And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second 
beast say come and see. And there went out another horse that 
was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take 
peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and 
there was given unto him a great sword.

—Rev. 6:3-4

The beast that introduces this seal would be the calf or ox, 
which represents God’s endurance. Here it has been perverted 
into conflict. The first horse, idea of conquest, has now become 
the second horse, the action of conquest. You are now struggling 
to control yourself, or you are arguing with someone you want 
to dominate, or a nation has gone to war. None of these involves 
love or peace. You are now physically acting out the decision you 
made in the first seal.

And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast 
say, Come and see. And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he 
that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand. And I heard a 
voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for 
a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou 
hurt not the oil and the wine.

—Rev. 6:5-6

13. For a secular book on using total love in the business world (where you’d 
think it couldn’t work) see The Power of NICE: How to Conquer the Business 
World with Kindness, by Linda Kaplan Thaler and Robin Koval.
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The third beast, the man, is human intelligence under God. 
It introduces another effect of human domination. The wheat 
and barley trade is talking about a period where you seem to be 
prospering. There’s a point in the conflict where you think you are 
winning or have won. You have your sin under control, you feel 
you are winning the argument; a nation has won its war. The oil 
and wine is a reference to ancient armies being told not to harm 
olive trees or vineyards in their campaigns of conquest.

Some scholars view the third seal as being about economic collapse, 
the “penny,” or denarius, is a day’s wage, here being spent on a quart 
of wheat, or three quarts of barley. The inner meaning here could be 
that you would never see a time when you think you are succeeding. 
Conquest is always a struggle and a form of spiritual poverty.

And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard a voice of the 
fourth beast say, Come and see. And I looked, and behold a pale 
horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed 
with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part 
of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, 
and with the beasts of the earth.

—Rev. 6:7-8

The fourth beast is the flying eagle, God’s omnipresence. 
This horse is the presence everywhere of the disastrous results 
of conquest. Your sin has returned, the person you were arguing 
with has walked away in disgust and couldn’t care less what your 
opinions are, the conquered nation is suffering and resentment will 
build into the rebellion that overthrows the attacker.

Whenever you get on the first horse and harbor the thought of 
conquering yourself or another, it is the launch sequence for the 
other horsemen, and you may most certainly fail. Even if you think 
you are succeeding, you may no longer have the spirit of the Lamb 
and may have separated yourself from God.



The Four Horsemen  •  69

And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the 
souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the 
testimony, which they held.

—Rev. 6:9

This is the first mention of the altar in John’s vision of God. 
The temple altar is not the table we see in churches. It’s a huge 
barbecue pit for roasting animal sacrifices. Here the sacrifices are 
those killed for the word of God.

And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy 
and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that 
dwell on the earth? And white robes were given unto every one 
of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for 
a little season, until their fellow servants also and their brethren, 
that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.

—Rev. 6:10-11

Both Jesus and Stephen asked forgiveness for those who killed 
them (Luke 23:34; Acts 7:60). When James and John asked Jesus 
if they should call down fire from heaven to consume a city that 
had rejected them, what did Jesus say? “You do not know of what 
spirit you are. For the Son of Man did not come to destroy lives, 
but to save” (Luke 9:53-56). Even being killed for your faith is no 
reason to ride the white horse. The martyrs are given white robes 
and are told to rest. This wrong condition that keeps us from God 
must be corrected. They aren’t told that they will be avenged; they 
are told that more will die.

And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there 
was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth 
of hair, and the moon became as blood; and the stars of heaven 
fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, 
when she is shaken of a might wind. And the heaven departed as 
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a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island 
were moved out of their places. And the kings of the earth, and 
the great men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and 
every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens 
and in the rocks of the mountains; And said to the mountains and 
rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on 
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: For the great day of 
his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?

—Rev. 6:12-17

Remember that for the inner meaning of this vision you can get 
more out of it by interpreting it like a dream you are having. All the 
things in the vision are parts of you. Consider these verses:

For you shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace; the 
mountains and the hills shall break forth before you singing and 
all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

—Isa. 55:12

The mountains skipped like rams, and the hills like lambs of 
the flock.

—Ps. 114:4

Do mountains sing or skip? Do trees clap their hands? No. But 
imagine that something wonderful has happened to you and you’re 
in a great mood. What does the world look and feel like? You don’t 
see the world as it is, you see it as you are. This is what Isaiah and 
the psalmist are describing—how you feel inside.

The sixth seal introduces the opposite feeling. Your whole 
world is being torn apart. Why? In the Middle East when war 
came, people would go off to the desert and hide in caves. To ask 
the rocks to fall on them is to seal off the cave so they won’t be 
found. Why are they hiding?
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The wrath of the Lamb, like the wrath of God, is that he won’t 
intervene. The truth of love has now come and parts of you that 
don’t want to change are now trying to hide. Is this happening to you 
now? The last seal told you that you can’t be angry when someone 
kills you. Are you looking for excuses to keep your hatred? Are you 
looking for ways to justify at least some of the world’s violence?

If you haven’t found a cave to hide in yet, I’ll give you one. “Doesn’t 
God tell the Israelites at times to destroy their enemies?” That’s the 
old covenant with the Jews. You follow the Lamb, the new covenant. 
Jesus never told anyone to go to war. Can you retreat into the Old 
Testament to find reasons to hate? Won’t the Lamb find you there?

Need another cave? “Hey, don’t I have a right to defend myself if 
attacked?” Perhaps, but preparation for self-defense may cause you 
not to see a peaceful way out. You also put yourself in a position of 
constantly dwelling on a response to attack, which is a war in your 
head that separates you from God. Dwelling on violence may also 
create it. Can you be prepared to defend yourself while harboring 
only loving thoughts for an attacker, whether you defend yourself 
or not? This is tricky, isn’t it?

For the word of God is living and powerful and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing even to the point of division between 
soul and spirit, and between the joints and marrow and bones, 
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

—Heb. 4:12

And this is the judgment, that light has come into the world 
and yet men have loved darkness more than light, because their 
works were evil. For everyone who does detestable things hates 
the light, and he does not come to the light, because his works 
cannot be covered. But he who does truthful things comes to 
the light, so that his works may be known, that they are done 
through God.

—John 3:19-21
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Love is a two-edged sword. Is there any part of you that doesn’t 
want love? Then examine yourself with all of your might. Find out 
why you would want anything but love. The sixth seal is broken. 
The world you once knew is falling apart. Is there any place to 
hide from the Lamb?

And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four 
corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that 
the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor 
on any tree. And I saw another angel ascending from the east, 
having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud 
voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the 
earth and the sea, Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, 
nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in 
their foreheads.

—Rev. 7:1-3

The ancient belief that the earth was square included the idea 
that there were four angels, one on each side that controlled the 
winds coming from that direction. Apparently, they also had power 
for great destruction (Jer. 49:36; Ezek. 37:9). Here they are told to 
pause completely.

Now the 144,000 servants of God are sealed. There are 
12,000 from each tribe of Israel. Spiritually, these numbers 
are multiples of 12—which is one of the numbers of divine 
completeness. Physically, these numbers are small compared to 
Israel’s population. This would be a remnant, the small number 
left behind after a conquering enemy had killed or captured 
most of the population for slavery. The spiritual meaning is that 
there are always a small number of people who follow God as 
completely as possible. 

In the Middle East, both cattle and slaves were sealed. Today 
we call it “branding.” Slaves were branded on the forehead so that 
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if they ran away people would see the name of their owner and 
return them. Spiritually, these servants of God have given up their 
own will. All that is left is God’s will.

For scholars, any reference to the 12 tribes of Israel can only 
be a spiritual reference. There is only one tribe left in Israel, 
Judah—the Jews. Ten tribes were taken into captivity by the 
Persians hundreds of years before Jesus was born and never 
returned. (Judah and Benjamin, by comparison, were captured 
by Babylon and allowed to return 70 years later. Today’s Jews are 
descended from these two tribes.) While there are some Afghani 
tribesmen who say they are descended from these Israelites, most 
have probably blended completely with the local populations and 
don’t know who they are anymore. They are now called “the ten 
lost tribes.” Jesus may have been referring to these tribes when 
he spoke of the lost sheep of the house of Israel (Matt. 10:6). Ten 
of the cities he preached in are in Jordan, perhaps an attempt to 
reach out to them.

After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude which no man could 
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, 
stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white 
robes, and palms in their hands; and cried with a loud voice, 
saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb.

—Rev. 7:9-10

Here is the actual number of those who follow the Lamb, “a 
great multitude which no man could number.” No attempt is made 
to count them. The number is too vast.

And one of the elders answered, saying unto me. What are these 
which are arrayed in white robes? And whence came they? And 
I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are 



74  •  The Apocalypse Within

they, which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore 
Are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night 
in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among 
them. They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; neither 
shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is 
in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them 
unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes.

—Rev. 7:13-17

The tribulation that these followers of the Lamb have gone 
through has been believed to be the struggle with Rome or the 
end of the world. The inner meaning is the struggle as you hold 
onto the Lamb and deal with the upheaval of all of your old ways 
falling apart. These are described in some detail in the trumpets 
and bowls.

The references to food, shelter from the sun, and water would 
be far more powerful to a Middle Easterner than to us. Many 
people eked out a subsistence living, hunger was always there. 
The relentless heat of the sun was ever-present. “God is my rock” 
is a reference to the rock ledges that shepherds sat under in the 
heat of the day (Psa. 18:2). When Jesus tells Nathanael, “While 
you were under the fig tree, I saw you,” the idiom meant he has 
known him always or since he was a child. This is because women 
working in the fields put their children under the trees to shade 
them (John 1:48).

Perhaps the most powerful image is water. For us water means 
turning a faucet. In the Middle East even rich people might go to 
bed thirsty. Women might walk for miles each day to carry water 
home from a well. The quality of the water, at times, would be 
what we would consider undrinkable. Jesus told the Samaritan 
woman who came to get water from a well, “Everyone who 
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drinks of this water will thirst again; But whoever drinks of the 
water which I give him shall become a well of water springing 
up to life everlasting (John 4:13-14). Later in John he says that 
whoever believes in him, rivers of living (flowing) water shall 
flow from within him (John 7:38). (See also Prov. 18:4.) I’ve never 
seen a Christian gushing with physical water. This is an obvious 
spiritual reference. The people who follow the Lamb will never 
lack for the wisdom or the Spirit of God. If you can love as Jesus 
is asking you to love, you have the ultimate “theology” coming 
from within you. 

So let’s pause here. Are you still huddled in a cave? Are you 
still hanging on to excuses for conquest, resentment, hatred, anger, 
unforgiveness, or bitterness of any kind? Are you hanging on to 
some version of hatred, and will you suffer inside as a result? This 
is the wrath of the Lamb. You could try closing this book and 
forgetting about it, but that might also be impossible. I warned 
you about these seals. The absolute truth will judge all errors by 
its presence.

Have you decided to follow the Lamb in you wherever it leads 
you? Then your thinking has been permanently altered. You are 
sealed in your forehead. It won’t be perfect for now, but when you 
stray, you will always be led back to your master.

Perhaps you should take some time to pray about this. Go off in 
nature or sit in a church. Thank God for the right decision. Think 
about love. How much love do you want in your life?

And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence 
in heaven about the space of half an hour. And I saw the seven 
angels, which stood before God; and to them was given seven 
trumpets.

—Rev. 8:1-2
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With the opening of the seventh seal, the process is complete. 
The scroll can be unrolled. Now will be revealed the process that 
destroys all in you but the love of God. All this must soon come 
to pass.
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The Trumpets

Chapter 20

And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden 
censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that he 
should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden 
altar which was before the throne. And the smoke of the incense, 
which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before 
God out of the angel’s hand.

—Rev. 8:3-4

IN ANCIENT TIMES, it was believed that your prayers mingled 
with the smoke of the incense and rose up to heaven that way. 
Your prayer to follow the lamb will now have its effect.

And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, 
and cast it into the earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, 
and lightnings, and an earthquake.

—Rev. 8:5

In the Middle East, fire is symbolic of cleansing and purification. 
Remember, Middle Easterners didn’t believe in Hades, so this was 
not part of what was originally meant.
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I am only baptizing you with water for repentance; but he who 
is coming after me is greater than I, one whose shoes I am not 
worthy to remove; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
with fire.

—Matt. 3:11

Water cleanses the physical body, fire cleanses the soul. The 
presence of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth, burns away all 
untruth.

Therefore thus says the Lord God of hosts, Because you speak 
this word, behold, I will make my words fire in your mouth, and 
this people wood, and it shall devour them.

—Jer. 5:14

The fire is thrown to the earth, symbolic of material, or “earthly” 
thinking. More upheavals begin.

The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled 
with blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part 
of trees was burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up.

—Rev. 8:7

Hail destroys crops, fire destroys cities, and blood goes back 
to the plagues of Moses. Things in us will now be destroyed. Trees 
frequently symbolize kings and proud people (Psa. 37:35). This is 
the meaning, at times, of the phrase “the cedars of Lebanon” (Isa. 
2:11-17). As you hang onto the humility that is the Lamb, proud 
notions of your own importance start to die. Grass is symbolic of 
surface issues. All of your logical thinking, the daily issues and the 
chattering mind, has become completely unimportant as you cling 
to the Lamb to reach towards God. These are now burnt up.
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And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain 
burning with fire was cast into the sea: and the third part of the 
creatures in the sea, and had life, died; and the third part of the 
ships were destroyed.

—Rev. 8:8-9

The Mediterranean Sea was a scary place that those who 
dwelt nearby believed harbored sea monsters. (An Aramaic idiom 
for being in great trouble is to be “at the bottom of the sea,” 
or “in a fish’s eye.”) Even rivers were considered places where 
bad spirits might reside. People crossed the sea and rivers with 
great prayer. This is why the apostles were afraid when they 
saw Jesus walking on the water, thinking he was a spirit (Mark 
6:49). The inner meaning of the sea is the hidden thoughts, the 
subconscious mind. Your commitment to the Lamb is so strong 
it has now reached deep into the mind and old ways are starting 
to fall apart there also.

And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from 
heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the third part 
of the rivers, and upon the fountain of waters. And the name of 
the star is called Wormwood, and the third part of the waters 
became wormwood, and many men died of the waters, because 
they were made bitter.

—Rev. 8:11

Stars are typically symbolic of kings and famous people. When 
one falls from heaven, it is a great failure for that person. Here the 
star is more spiritual. Rivers and fountains, as we have seen, can 
be symbolic of spiritual teaching. Here a great theology is seen to 
be poison. As you hang onto the Lamb, you may see that beliefs 
you held dear are now wrong, and this is a bitter experience. The 
longer you’ve held onto these beliefs the harder this will be.
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And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was 
smitten, and the third part of the moon, and the third part of the 
stars, so that the third part of them was darkened, and the day 
shone not for a third part of it, and the night likewise.

—Rev. 8:12

The heavenly bodies were used for astrology. The prophets 
warned against using this as a guide, preferring only God’s wisdom. 
Beyond this is the announcement by this trumpet of truth that all 
dependence on outward things for guidance is now dying. God 
and the Lamb are all there is.

And I beheld, and heard angel flying through the midst of heaven, 
saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe to the inhabiters of the 
earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three 
angels, which are yet to sound!

—Rev. 8:13

The Aramaic Bible describes not an angel, but an eagle with 
a tail red like blood. In either case, the announcement is made 
that the last three trumpets will be very difficult. Because of this 
passage, the last three trumpets have traditionally been called “the 
three woes.”

And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto 
the earth and to him was given the key to the bottomless pit.

—Rev. 9:1

Another false notion falls. The bottomless pit was a Middle 
Eastern form of capital punishment. People were shut up in caves 
with deep holes. Only the worst criminals were sent there. (See 
Jer. 38:4-6.)

The sky darkened by the smoke coming out of this pit (Rev. 
9:2), then out of this smoke comes locusts that sting like scorpions 
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(Rev. 9:3). Their job is to torment those without the seal of God 
on their foreheads (Rev. 9:4).

The shapes of these creatures were like horses (speed). 
Scorpions symbolize poisoned ideas. They have crowns like gold 
(wrong notions that seem to have authority), have faces of men 
(intellect), hair like women (beauty), teeth like lions (power to 
destroy), and breastplates of iron (endurance) (Rev. 9:7-9). They 
torment those who aren’t sealed for five months (meaning a short 
period of time). When locusts struck, it was always hoped that the 
plague of locusts wouldn’t last long (Rev. 9:5). People are stung, 
but don’t die (Rev. 9:6). Their king, the angel of the bottomless 
pit, has the Hebrew name Abaddo, or Greek name Apollyon. These 
both refer to total destruction.

The parts of you that are totally dedicated to following God 
and the Lamb will not be hurt by false ideas, no matter how 
beautiful, intelligent, or authoritative they seem. Other parts of 
you still hiding in caves, seeing reasons for conquest, will now 
be tormented. It will hurt more and more to divert your attention 
from the love of God.

Remember the meaning of “Satan” is to miss the mark. 
Everything that is not totally focused on God is now error. This 
may even include theologies you consider positive.

And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four 
horns of the golden altar which is before God, saying to the sixth 
angel, which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels, which are 
bound in the great river Euphrates. And the four angels were 
loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, 
and a year, for to slay the third part of men. And the number of 
the army of the horsemen was two hundred thousand thousand: 
and I heard the number of them.

—Rev. 9:13-16
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This is a far worse plague than the previous one, but in the same 
vein. Locusts, like scorpions that torment, are now horsemen that 
kill. They have breastplates of fire, jacinth and brimstone (lava),14 
heads of lions that breathe fire and brimstone, and tails like snakes 
with heads that “do hurt.” These kill the third part of men, which 
in visionary terms means some fraction, it needn’t be exact. All the 
fire involved means a great purification.

The survivors are unrepentant and are committing various sins, 
worshiping devils and idols, murders, sorceries, fornication, and 
theft. The Aramaic word for “devil” has a meaning like our word 
“crazy” or “insane.” When Jesus cast out devils, it could mean what 
we think of today as exorcism, but it could also mean he cured 
the mentally ill. Worshiping idols was considered devil worship 
or crazy (Isa. 44:12-20). Today’s idol worship could be the love of 
money or television.

Historically, the fifth and sixth seals are interpreted as a war 
with a great army. There are other books for that; here we focus on 
the inner meaning for you.

Perhaps at this point on your spiritual path, the bad habits and 
distracting thoughts you were returning to and feeling bad about 
are now things you have started to cast aside. Some distraction 
still remains, but some fraction is gone completely. They are killed. 
You could also look at this as the spirit of conquest in you looking 
more and more destructive. You are understanding the truth of 
this more and more.

And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed 
with a cloud: and a rainbow was upon his head, and his face was 
as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire.

—Rev. 10:1

14. Brimstone can also refer to sulfur rocks found in the region. These burned 
well and were sometimes used as incense to purify temples.
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This mighty angel (a mighty thought from God), is arrayed 
gloriously (clothed with a cloud), has a beautiful face and a 
powerful presence (face like the sun), and has those fiery legs 
like the Son of Man: where he plants his feet will be cleansed. His 
message is to be a strong one.

And he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right 
foot upon the sea, and his left foot on the earth, and cried with a 
loud voice, as when a lion roareth: and when he had cried, seven 
thunders uttered their voices.

—Rev. 10: 2-3

Here is another scroll, another great mystery from God. The 
angel plants his fiery feet on the sea (the subconscious) and the 
earth (material thinking), and his voice is like a lion. A lion’s voice 
is authoritative, and also scary. When you heard a lion roar in the 
distance you scrambled to make sure your children were safe. If 
your town had gates, you closed them. Your mind and subconscious 
are to be cleansed in a total and perhaps scary way. The seven 
thunders are a preview of the seven bowls, where the cleansing 
will be completed.

John is about to write what the thunders said but is told not 
to. It is to be a secret for now (Rev. 10:4).

And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth 
lifted up his hand to heaven, and swore by him that liveth forever 
and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, 
and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and 
the things that are therein, that there should be time no longer: 
but in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall 
begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he 
hath declared to his servants the prophets.

—Rev. 10:5-7
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To swear like this angel is doing means that what he is saying 
has to happen. There is no other way. “Time no longer” from the 
Aramaic is “no more reckoning of time.” Back then, time was told 
by the sun, moon, and stars. He is saying that the heavens, which 
are now one-third darkened, will be completely blotted out. This 
happens when the bowls are poured. Dependence on any outward 
thing to get close to God will end entirely. The seventh angel 
sounding is the seventh trumpet, which starts the seven bowls. 
Then the mystery of God will be finished, which means God will 
no longer be mysterious. He will be a reality. 

“Time no longer” can have another meaning as well. In those 
moments when you are fully immersed in God’s Spirit and the 
logical mind is shut down, do you care what time it is? I don’t think 
I’ve ever observed someone speaking in tongues or laying hands 
on someone to heal them, who bothered to look at his watch. In 
that precious moment there is no reckoning of time. That moment 
seems eternal.

John is then told to eat the scroll, which was sweet like 
honey, but bitter in his stomach. (See Rev. 10:8-10.) To eat a 
book is an idiom that means to memorize it and make it a part 
of you. When Jesus says to eat his flesh and drink his blood, he 
is saying to make his teaching a part of you and be willing to 
suffer the consequences (John 6:54-56). Honey is symbolic of 
temporary joy. The bitter stomach has two meanings. Either or 
both may apply. The first is that this idea is a difficult one. It 
means hardship of some kind. The second is that it is a secret 
that he can’t reveal. To this day a Middle Easterner with a secret 
will say he has a bellyache.

John is then told that he will prophesy to many people (Rev. 
10:11). The secret will be revealed. The inner meaning is that if you 
have come this far and allowed God and the Lamb to destroy this 
much of your ego and your sinful nature, then you will absolutely 
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go the rest of the way. It may not be easy, but will surely come to 
pass. This is a very encouraging message.

For me, as I stated early in this book, the idea of perfection is a 
difficult concept to accept. Based on this angel’s message, I should, 
perhaps, have more faith in it.

And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel 
stood, saying, Rise and measure the temple of God, and the altar, 
and them that worship therein.

—Rev. 11:1

The Aramaic word for measure is the same word used for anoint. 
This may be a better translation, as there would be little reason to 
measure the worshippers.

Jewish priests, and many early Christian church leaders, used a 
staff to lean on during long prayers. John is given one reed. Some 
reeds in the Middle East grow thick enough and were used for 
these staffs.

The temple has always had great inner meaning. Consider 
these verses.

Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Spirit that dwells within you, which you have of God, and you 
are not your own?

—1Cor. 6:19

Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that the 
spirit of God dwells in you?

—1Cor. 3:16; see also Jer. 7:4

Both the tabernacle and temple had three sections. The outer 
court had the altar for sacrifices. Then there were two inner 
chambers, the second being the Holy of Holies where the Ark of 
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the Covenant resided. Rarely was anyone but the priests allowed 
in the outer court, and only the priests in the inner two. The Holy 
of Holies was only visited by the High Priest, and only once a year. 
John’s vision of the heavenly temple is an open one. Eventually 
the Holy of Holies is revealed (Rev. 11:11) and then, in the end, 
no temple is needed at all.

Some Jews believed that the outer court with the altar was the 
physical body, the first inner court the heart, soul, and mind, and 
the Holy of Holies was the Spirit. It was a picture of the self.

The whole of John’s vision can be said to be patterned after 
the temple. When you first walked in you would be greeted by 
the priest (the Son of Man), then you would see the altar, etc. In 
any event, you are on a path where no outward form of worship 
is needed. You are the temple. God and the Lamb are all that’s 
needed.

The court without the temple that John doesn’t measure or 
anoint is actually a fourth section, which had been added by the 
days of Jesus. It was used for Gentile worship. It was here that Jesus 
preached and chased out the merchants.

And I will give power into my two witnesses, and they shall 
prophesy a thousand two hundred and three score days, clothed in 
sackcloth. These are the two olive trees and the two candlesticks 
standing before the God of the earth.

—Rev. 11:3-4

It goes on to say that these two devour their enemies with 
fire from their mouth (purification), and have power to stop rain, 
and smite the earth with plagues. Elijah had power to stop rain, 
and Moses smote the earth with plagues. This is the Law and the 
Prophets in visionary form. Remember, the beasts around the 
throne of God with eyes before and behind? The Spirit of God sees 
the future and the past. The reason there are two of them is from 
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Mosaic Law. In order to give testimony against someone there must 
be at least two witnesses.

They finish their testimony and are killed by the beast from the 
bottomless pit (Rev. 11:7). Their dead bodies lie in the street of the 
great city, spiritually called Sodom (corruption and immorality) 
and Egypt (oppression) (Rev. 11:8). People all over celebrate their 
deaths and let their bodies lie in the street (Rev. 11:9-10). After 
three-and-a-half days, they stand up, and then ascend to heaven 
(Rev. 11:11-12). Then a great earthquake strikes the city (more 
upheavals) (Rev. 11:13). The ones left behind are scared and give 
glory to God (Rev. 11:13).

Any amount of immorality, corruption, or oppression in you 
kills the truth from God. Not for long, however. The truth has “risen 
to heaven,” it’s a universal truth over the whole earth, and it will 
purify you. What is left in you that isn’t purified will eventually 
glorify God.

The second woe is past, and, behold, the third woe cometh 
quickly. And the seventh angel sounded, and there were great 
voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become 
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign 
forever and ever.

—Rev. 11:14-15

The seventh trumpet has completed a process. The Aramaic 
word for “kingdom” also means “counsel.” The counsel of the 
material world is now the counsel of God, and his anointed (Christ) 
and this is now permanent. Everything in you that is not focused 
on God is to be destroyed. (See Rev. 11:18.)

And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was 
seen in his temple the ark of his testament: and there were 
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lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and 
great hail.

—Rev. 11:19

The temple “opened in heaven” is opened everywhere. God is 
no longer a mystery.
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The Woman

Chapter 21

And there appeared a great wonder in heaven, a woman clothed 
with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a 
crown of twelve stars: And she being with child cried, travailing 
in birth, and pained to be delivered.

—Rev. 12:1-2

IN THE MIDDLE East, the sun is symbolic of God; the moon 
is symbolic of the earth (Isa. 30:26). This woman is filled with 
God’s Spirit and has subdued all thoughts of materialism. This 

sun and moon imagery was purely symbolic, never the object of 
worship. Only God was worshiped (Ezek. 8:16-17).

In the Middle East when someone dreams about a baby it 
symbolizes a new idea. An older child symbolizes an idea you are 
nourishing so that it can grow.

In Proverbs wisdom is a woman (Prov. 1:20-21). This woman 
says that she was the first created thing, and aided God in creating 
the world (Prov. 8:22-30). Eastern people believe that when God said, 
“Let there be light,” it was the light of wisdom (Genesis1:3). Wisdom 
is equated with the tree of life (Prov. 3:18). The Greeks called this 
concept “Sophia” and it was worshiped as a goddess. Once again, the 
Jews viewed this as a useful symbol. Only God was worshiped.
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The earliest Christians referred to the Holy Spirit as feminine also, 
calling it “she.” The soul was also considered feminine. Why a woman? 
In general, a male spirit is considered active, a female spirit is considered 
passive. This female spirit is the meek wisdom of God that doesn’t force 
itself on anyone. It could also be the Spirit of God that fills you when 
the logical, chattering mind is shut off. The number 12 as in the crown 
of 12 stars is another number of divine completeness. Historically, this 
woman would be Judaism giving birth to Christianity.

By now, you may be getting the idea of how to interpret the 
inner meaning for yourself. What is the wisdom inside of you giving 
birth to as you read this book?

And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a 
great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven 
crowns upon his heads. And his tail drew the third part of the 
stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth; and the dragon 
stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to 
devour the child as soon as it was born.

—Rev. 12:3-4

Red was worn by kings and priests to symbolize their willingness 
to die for their people or religion. The dragon symbolizes authorities 
that wanted to destroy Christianity in its infancy. The seven heads 
and crowns are total authority, but not God’s authority.15 What, in 
you, wants to destroy this new idea you are giving birth to? Does 
it appear to have authority?

And she brought forth a man-child, who was to rule all nations 
with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and 
to his throne.

—Rev. 12:5

15. This is not the European dragon with legs and wings. It’s a serpent or a snake. 
This imagery goes right back to the Garden of Eden in Genesis.
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The new idea “ascends to heaven,” and becomes all-powerful. 
No authority can subdue it.

And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place 
prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two 
hundred and threescore days.

—Rev. 12:6

The early Christians fled Roman persecution. Jesus warned that 
when his followers saw the temple desecrated, they were to flee to 
the mountains of Jordan where they would be safe (Matt. 24:15-16). 
Three-and-a-half years is half of seven, something is incomplete.

Has your wisdom found a hiding place, but is still persecuted 
by other thoughts?

And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against 
the dragon, and the dragon fought and his angels, And prevailed 
not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.

—Rev. 12:7-8

In Persian mythology each of the seven spirits of God had a 
name. Only two remain in our Bible: Michael and Gabriel. Michael 
means, “God has humbled me.” This spirit of meekness has now 
won over false ideas that have authority. Being cast down from 
heaven means the dragon of conquest has lost its power. The victory 
is declared to create great strength, and bring in God’s kingdom 
(Rev. 12:10).

And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word 
of their testimony, and they loved not their lives unto death.

—Rev. 12:11

Historically, this would be a reference to martyrdom. For 
the inner meaning, what has to die in you to reach towards this 
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perfection? For most of us, this is a big upheaval, or “a great 
tribulation.” (Acts 14:22)

Woe is declared to “the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea” 
because the devil knows his time is short and he is very angry. (See 
Rev. 12:12.) Have you realized that God and the Lamb are greater 
than any authority? Do remnants of the old philosophy remain to 
trouble your subconscious and logical thinking?

You may have noticed a sameness to the inner messages. The 
victory of the Lamb in Chapter 4 is stated over and over. The battle 
seems to intensify. Errors in thinking get more desperate and the 
victory is greater.

The dragon persecutes the woman (see Rev. 12:13) and she’s given 
great wings to fly into the wilderness. During Roman persecution, 
Christians fled to Persia (modern day Iran). Romans never conquered 
Persia. The Persians believing that “the enemy of my enemy is my 
friend,” let Christians have their freedom. “Wings” refers to speed.

The serpent cast a flood out of his mouth to try to carry away 
the woman. (See Rev. 12:15.) Aramaic speakers still use this phrase 
today: “He opened his mouth and a flood came out.” The flood 
is accusations.

Earth helps by opening its mouth and swallowing the flood. 
(See Rev. 12:16) This is a possible historical reference to the caves 
they hid in. It also means that the accusations are baseless.

For the inner meaning, maybe your wisdom is still safe, but 
now, not all the logical reasons error has to sway you, work. Your 
logical mind is on your side (earth helps the woman). Error still 
won’t quit, and continues the assault. (See Rev. 12:17.)

And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out 
of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns 
ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.

—Rev. 13:1
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The dragon that was cast down out of heaven apparently landed 
in the sea. Now it rises up to do damage in the form of a beast. Both 
the dragon and the lamb change forms throughout the book.

Historically, this is the Roman Empire, which was said to be 
divided into 10 regions with seven leaders over them. One of 
its heads (leaders) is given a deadly wound but is healed. There 
was a legend that Nero, who killed himself by falling on a sword, 
returned as a ghost to haunt his enemies. Some also see this as the 
fall of the city of Rome, or its later capital, Constantinople. This 
Emperor is worshiped like the emperor of Rome was worshiped. 
(See Rev. 13:4-8.) The Beast is composed of four animals, similar 
to a vision in Daniel, Chapter 7. Daniel’s vision was about the 
empires that would control the region (Babylon, Persia, Greece, 
and Rome). John combines them into a super-beast. It combines 
a leopard (sly), bear (powerful), lion (devouring), and the dragon 
(error). This also unveils the nature of any nation. All of them 
conquer their people.

Perhaps your humbleness has defeated the great spiritual error, 
but now it is rising out of your subconscious mind. Whereas sin 
once lurked beneath the surface, controlling your life in hidden 
ways, it is now plain. You can see it clearly and understand it.

He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity; he that 
killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the 
patience and the faith of the saints.

—Rev. 13:10

This is another reminder of the danger of the spirit of conquest 
and control in our life, and why we follow Christ the Lamb.

And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he 
had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.

—Rev. 13:11
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This beast causes people to worship the first beast (see Rev. 13:12) 
and performs very convincing miracles. (See Rev. 13:13-15.) He 
causes everyone to receive a mark on their right hand or forehead (in 
the Middle East slaves were marked on the forehead, hand, or ear). 
No one can buy or sell without the mark or the name of the beast 
or the number of his name. (See Rev. 13:17-18.) The number of the 
beast, which is the number of a man, is six hundred and sixty-six.

Historically, this beast has been linked to Roman pagan religious 
authority. Any place Rome conquered was made to worship the 
emperor, and conquered regions endured a great amount of slavery 
as well. At times one third of the population of Rome was slaves.

In my last name, DiTizio, the Di means “of” as in “of the house 
of.” I am a descendant of slaves from the house of Tizio from the 
days of the Roman Empire.

In Aramaic and Hebrew, there wasn’t a separate number system. 
Each letter had a number value. When you write out six hundred 
and sixty-six, it spells “Nero Caesar.”

Spiritually, this beast may be surface thinking, even religious 
thinking, that is still distracting you from constantly walking with 
God. The “buying and selling” adds a new angle. You can be very 
connected with God as you sit and pray, but eventually you have to 
get up and go to work, shop for food, fill out tax forms, and otherwise 
engage in the distractions of physical life. You may now recognize 
these things as parts of yourself that are enslaved, worshiping things 
other than God. If you now realize this, you are in a good position 
to work on it. Eventually you will be in the Spirit at all times.

The number six is a symbol of incompleteness. It is one short 
of seven, and therefore it misses the mark.

And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the Mount Sion, and with 
him a hundred forty four thousand, having his Father’s name 
written in their foreheads.

—Rev. 14:1
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What follows is a celebration of the victory of the Lamb and 
those who are sealed over all else. (See Rev. 14:2-5.)

Then come three angels. The first has the gospel to preach to 
the whole earth, telling everyone that all should fear God. (See Rev. 
14:6-7.) In Hebrew and Aramaic the word translated as “fear” can 
also mean “reverence.”

The next angel declares that Babylon is fallen. (See Rev. 14:8.)
The last angel declares that anyone who worships the beast will 

drink the wine of the wrath of God. They will be tormented with 
fire and brimstone forever.

In the Middle East “Judgment” or “Judgment Day” had two 
meanings. The first is the one we are familiar with—the judgment 
that comes upon our death or at the end of the world. The second is 
what happens when you’ve been hanging on to some sinful behavior 
and finally experience the disastrous result. To the prophets, when a 
city that has been worshiping idols is finally destroyed and enslaved 
by an enemy nation, they have experienced their “judgment.” The 
Day of Judgment had come for them. This adds a new idea to the 
inner meaning. This process could be a lifelong one that leads 
to perfection, or it could happen in a flash of illumination, all 
at once, after which you fall back and have to repeat the process 
again. You could have repeated “Judgment Days.” Every moment 
of every day you are presented with the choice to dominate or 
love. Perhaps at this point in your spiritual journey you realize 
that anytime you dwell on anything but the Spirit of God you are 
actually suffering. To look away from God, even for a moment, is 
a moment of torment. This is a great victory, as it will drive you to 
be in the Spirit at all times.

And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one 
sat like unto the Son of Man, having on his head a golden crown, 
and in his hand a sharp sickle.

—Rev. 14:14
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The white cloud is spiritual glory and success. The crown is 
spiritual dominion and victory. An angel comes out of the temple 
and tells this angel to reap with his sickle. He reaps “the earth.” 
(See Rev. 14:15-16.)

Another angel comes out of the temple with a sickle. He is told 
by an angel that has “power over fire” to reap also. He reaps “the 
clusters of the vine of the earth,” and these are thrown in a huge 
winepress of the wrath of God. The winepress is “a thousand six 
hundred furlongs” wide. This is about 200 miles. Horses are used 
to tread the grapes, as the winepress is too big for humans. The 
juice is up to the horses’ bridles.

The same Aramaic word is used to mean blood, juice, wine, 
sap, or essence. Since these are grapes, “juice” is probably a better 
translation than the “blood” of most modern Bibles. For the 
spiritual meaning, at least, this would be true. For the historical 
meaning, this is Rome reaping what it has sown by its domination. 
Here “blood” might be a better translation.

Your spiritual realizations have led to a great harvest. They are 
bearing great fruit. There is a great sense of completeness here. 
What we have just been through is a sevenfold vision.

1. The sun-clad woman, child and fiery dragon
2. Michael the archangel defeats the dragon
3. The flight of the women chased by the dragon
4. The beast with seven heads and ten horns
5. The second beast with two horns that speaks like a dragon
6. The Lamb on Mount Sion with the 144,000
7. The angel of the harvest with the sickle

These are all part of the seventh trumpet, also called the third 
woe.
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The Bowls16

Chapter 22

And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven 
angels having the seven last plagues, for in them is filled up the 
wrath of God.

—Rev. 15:1

THE WRATH OF God is your experiencing all the bad 
results of hanging onto your own sins. You reap what you 
sow. “Filled up” here means fulfilled. After these seven 

bowls, you will no longer be in a state where you are suffering 
from your own errors. This vision has shown you the nature of 
the errors, and you’ve hung onto the great humility before God 
that allows them to pass away. You follow the Lamb wherever 
he goes.

What follows is a celebration of victory by those who have 
overcome the beast. They sing the song of Moses, which is victory 
over oppression. The song the Israelites sang after they escaped Egypt 

16. “Bowls” and “vials” are two words used for these last plagues. A better 
translation might be “cups,” as this has a meaning in the Middle East of 
experiencing the consequences of your actions. (Matt. 26:39; Mark 14:36).
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was, “The horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea,” referring 
to Pharaoh’s chariots when Moses parted the Red Sea (Exod. 15:21).

The four horsemen that have been riding through your mind 
taking peace from you all of your life have been defeated. You are free.

Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify your name? For thou 
only art holy, for all nations shall come and worship before thee, 
for thy judgments are made manifest.

—Rev. 15:4

Perhaps now that the results of the conquest you used to engage 
in are so obvious, all parts of yourself will much more easily face 
God at all times.

And after that I looked, and, behold, the temple of the tabernacle 
of the testimony in heaven was opened.

—Rev. 15:5

The Great Mystery of God is revealed. It is no longer a mystery. 
Seven angels come out of the temple with the seven last plagues. 
The temple is so filled with smoke and glory that no one can enter 
until the plagues are fulfilled. (See Rev. 15:6-8.)

And the first angel went, and poured out his bowl upon the earth; 
and there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had 
the mark of the beast, and upon them which worshiped his image.

—Rev. 16:2

There is no more hiding in caves. The suffering that results from 
veering away from God’s truth has hit home. All parts of yourself 
that are not focused on God are sickened. This is the general tone 
of the Revelation. The clearer the truth is to you, the more it will 
hurt when you veer from that truth. Have you felt this happening 
in your life?
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The first trumpet destroyed all grass (surface thoughts) and a 
third of the trees (pride). This bowl finishes it. All human thinking 
not focused on God is suffering.

And the second angel poured out his bowl upon the sea; and it 
became as the blood of a dead man: and every living soul died 
in the sea.

—Rev. 16:3

The second trumpet kills a third of the living things in the sea. 
The second bowl finishes it. All subconscious resistance to truth 
has died.

And the third angel poured out his vial upon the rivers and 
fountains of waters; and they became blood.

—Rev. 16:4

The third trumpet made the waters bitter. This finishes it. All 
philosophies that direct you away from God are now recognized 
as total poison.

And the fourth angel poured out his bowl upon the sun; and 
power was given unto him to scorch men with fire.

—Rev. 16:8

The fourth bowl darkened the sun, moon, and stars by a third, 
reliance on outward signs as spiritual guidance was weakened. 
Now this reliance is torture.

And the fifth angel poured out his bowl upon the seat of the 
beast; and his kingdom was full of darkness; and they gnawed 
their tongues for pain.

—Rev. 16:10
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The idea of human dominion is now totally without value. 
There is no light of truth in it at all. The fifth trumpet opened this 
bottomless pit, now it is finished.

And the sixth angel poured out his bowl upon the great river 
Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of 
the kings of the east might be prepared.

—Rev. 16:12

The sixth trumpet loosed the four angels bound in the 
Euphrates. This bowl dries up the river entirely. Part of this comes 
from a Middle Eastern phrase. When a great army arrives, they say 
the river has dried up, implying that the army is so big that they 
drank all the water. It was common in areas that depended on wells 
to see them completely used up by invading armies. Strategically, 
the Euphrates was always a barrier to a direct attack on Israel. Not 
being able to cross it made them attack north into Lebanon first 
before they could attack southward into Israel from there.

Could it be that you are on notice that you will be confronted 
with your own darkness in a stronger way than before? Your full 
understanding of the nature of your darkness may have it fully 
revealed to you. The more it is revealed, the more able you will be 
to defeat it with love.

And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth 
of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the 
mouth of the false prophet.

—Rev. 16:13

It goes on to say that these are the spirits of devils (insanity) 
working miracles to gather everyone to the great battle. (See Rev. 
16:14.)
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The false ideas have now crystallized into their purest form. 
They are called frogs because these are unclean, inedible animals 
under Jewish law. These false ideas are:

1. The dragon—resistance to total love.
2. The beast—materialism, personal and political.
3. The false prophet—religious beliefs that support the first 

two.

Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth 
his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.

—Rev. 16:15

We are being told here to be constantly alert. “Keepeth his 
garments” means watching over them so they aren’t stolen. 
Whenever you let go of the Lamb, the truth is stolen from you. 
We must love at all times.

And he gathereth them together into a place called in the Hebrew 
tongue Armageddon.

—Rev. 16:16

Megiddo is a city that blocked a strategically located pass 
in Palestine. If you won at Megiddo, you had a good chance of 
conquering the region. Here you are on notice again that the final 
battle over evil in you is coming. You will finally win.

And the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air; and there 
came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne 
saying, It is done.

—Rev. 16:17
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“The air” has a meaning that refers to the overall surrounding 
spirit. Perhaps you’ve noticed how an angry person creates tension 
for everyone in a room, or how a loving person could put everyone 
at ease without even speaking. They affect “the air” around them. 
Now that you are internally cleansed, the air around you is cleansed 
also.

With the seventh bowl, the process is complete. After this is a 
terrible hail, each stone weighing a talent (about 91 pounds). (See 
Rev. 16:21.) Remember in the sixth seal when people prayed for 
the rocks to fall on them to cover their cave entrances? Be careful 
what you pray for, you might get it.17

17. The historian Josephus writes about the Roman Tenth Legion during the 
siege of Jerusalem having catapults that threw stones that weighed a talent. 
When Jewish soldiers saw the stones coming, they would yell “The Son 
cometh,” so everyone could scatter out of the way. Scholars think that this 
reference to the Son was a mockery of Christians who had predicted the fall 
of Jerusalem (Matt. 24, Acts 6:14). To Middle Easterners of that time, the 
“return” of Jesus could simply be when his prophecies about Jerusalem were 
fulfilled. (See Revelation: Four Views: A Parallel Commentary edited by Steve 
Gregg, Thomas Nelson Inc., pages 394-396.)
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The Whore

Chapter 23

And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven 
bowls, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will 
shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon 
many waters.

—Rev. 17:1

HERE WE ARE introduced to a woman who rides the 
beast with seven heads and ten horns (see Rev. 17:3), is 
dressed wonderfully (see Rev. 17:4), and has written on 

her forehead “MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER 
OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” (See Rev. 
17:5.) She is drunk with the blood of saints and martyrs. (See Rev. 
17:6.) She sits on seven hills.18 (See Rev. 17:9) The ten horns destroy 
her (See Rev. 17: 16.) The woman is a great city (See Rev. 17:18.)

John first sees the whore when he is carried away in the Spirit 
into the wilderness. (See Rev. 17:3.) This is the same wilderness 

18. Jerusalem, just like Rome, was said to sit on seven hills. Some scholars believe 
that the entire Revelation is a visionary picture of the fall of Jerusalem. See 
Revelation: Four Views: A Parallel Commentary, page 410.



104  •  The Apocalypse Within

that the woman clothed with the sun fled to (Persia). This leads 
some to believe that the woman became the whore that rides the 
beast. Some Catholic scholars believe that the whore is part of the 
history of the early church. This, as you might expect, requires 
some explanation.

When Constantine converted to Christianity, he decided that 
it would be the official religion of Rome. This would be a dramatic 
change for a country that had freedom of religion. The council of 
Nicea was convened to decide what this church would be like.

To the Jews and early Christians, God was everywhere. The 
Aramaic word for God that Jesus would have used was Alaha. It 
means “unity” and implies a unity without boundaries.19 When 
Jesus says, “God is Spirit” (John 7:24), the word he uses, in that 
context, means God is universal, again, everywhere. He is not saying 
that God is separate from the physical world.

The Pagan Greeks and Romans believed that the gods were 
“up there” and we are “down here.” In order to make Christianity 
something they wouldn’t rebel against, they had to mingle this 
philosophy, along with other pagan concepts and feast days, into 
the early church.

John talks about those who deny that Jesus had come in the 
flesh (1 John 4:3). This could certainly be about people who denied 
that Christ ever existed, but there is another meaning. Gnostic 
tradition had started to infect the early church. The Gnostics 
believed that the physical world was a lesser or evil realm and the 
true God was above this, in spirit only. Some went as far as to say 
that Jesus, being from the true God, could not have been flesh at 
all, only spirit. John calls this belief the antichrist.

Jesus came to bring God into the world. He declared that the 
kingdom of heaven is “at hand,” meaning “is here now.” To adopt a 
theology that separates God from the world is certainly “anti-Christ.” 

19. The Hidden Gospel by Neil Douglas-Klotz, Chapter 2.
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To make God separate from the world makes God a “Mystery,” just like 
what is written on the whore’s forehead. Another word on her head, 
“Babylon,” comes from the word “Babel,” which means confusion.

By the time of the second council after Nicea, one million 
Christians who disagreed with Rome’s version of Christianity had 
been killed by Rome. Many of these were the “Unitarian” Christians 
who believed in the oneness of God. It’s possible that Christian 
Rome killed more Christians than pagan Rome.20

I’m sure you can imagine having a difference of opinion with the 
theology of a neighboring church, but can you imagine marching 
into it with members of your church, killing them all, and burning 
their books? Would you feel Christian if you did it? This was the 
Church of Rome.

Historically, Rome, sitting on seven hills as it does, was the 
whore. The whore ended in the 1600s when the governments of 
Europe decided not to follow the church as a political leader. But 
the whore still rides the beast. Throughout history, whenever the 
church has allied with government it gets used like a whore and gets 
drunk with power. This has always been true and is true today.

Beyond this, all governments conquer their people like the 
beast and have seductive ways of controlling people, like the whore. 
Patriotism is one of these things and is used to have people support 
a country no matter what evil it does. The material wealth of a 
nation is another version of seduction. A nation is created by the 
human mind. Nations are an extension of people’s thinking. What 
is revealed about nations also teaches us about ourselves.

One of the temptations of Jesus was when Satan offered him all 
the power of the kingdoms of the earth. Jesus refused, preferring 
to worship God only, not Satan (Matt. 4:8-10, Luke 4:4-8). When 
Christianity tries to control governments, who is actually being 
worshiped? 

20. Ibid, p. 14.
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If that revelation is difficult, the inner meaning may be an 
ever-greater tribulation. Do you believe that your church is the 
one true church and rely on it for all of your theology? Do you 
believe that your political party is the party of God? Do you think 
you found Christ in a voting booth?

All reliance on outward things is being destroyed by the Lamb. 
It goes even deeper.

Thoughts about God are not God. We can’t funnel the infinite 
God through the pinhole of our logical minds. Only the Holy 
Spirit, the Anointing, the Christ in you, can understand all things. 
If you reach this point on your spiritual path even theology itself 
is a distraction from God. Only being filled with God’s Spirit at all 
times is restful. Perhaps this is the point John reached later in his 
life when all he dwelt on was love.

Theology frequently produces arguments and confusion. 
Consider the following:

Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Add your burnt 
offerings to our sacrifices and eat meat which I did not command 
your fathers to eat. Neither did I command them concerning 
either burnt offerings or sacrifices in the day when I brought 
them out of the land of Egypt.

—Jer. 7:21-22

There was a belief in the days of the prophets that scribes had 
added all the laws concerning sacrifices. They believed that Moses 
never received these things from God. Now whom do you believe, 
Jeremiah or Leviticus? There are other contrasting beliefs in the 
Bible, like the belief that if you are righteous, God will bestow 
earthly wealth and success on you. Both Job and Jesus had an 
opposite view of this.

There are other differences of opinion that are not so evident 
in the Bible. Many Jews believed that the resurrection of the dead 
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was reincarnation. When Jesus asks who people say that he is, one 
response is “Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.” This could reflect 
a belief that Jesus was a reincarnated prophet. Jesus ignores this 
and the discussion gets to the point that he is the Anointed One.21 
(See Matt. 16:13-17.)

Many Jews believed that the creation story was symbolic and 
not actual history. Some of the more mystical Jews in the days of 
Jesus believed that the earth is four-and-a-half billion years old. I 
have no idea how they arrived at that figure, but it is what scientists 
now say. So this also isn’t a new argument.

I’m not saying that the Bible is a flawed and contradictory book. 
To me this makes the Bible even more miraculous. Whatever you 
believe, the Bible has a way of drawing you in, and it gives you a 
chance to find what’s most important. The Bible is like a big parable, 
a story that covers its meaning and makes you work for it. It is 
also a mirror. What you believe about the Bible may say as much 
about you as it does about the Bible.22 You could also look at the 
progression the Hebrew beliefs go through that culminate in Jesus 
as the same progression we all go through as we grow in faith. The 
logical mind can only focus on one idea at a time; it can never take 
in the entirety of God. Only the Spirit can do this.

Consider these verses:

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and rely not on your own wisdom.
—Prov. 3:5

21. The way many ancient Jews believed in reincarnation was different than 
what comes from the philosophy of the Buddhists and Hindus. The actual 
person never returned, but some of his ways of speaking and acting might 
live in another person.

22. A Christian with unresolved anger issues will search the Old Testament laws 
for people he thinks he is supposed to hate.
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And you also, if the anointing which you have received from him 
abides among you, need no one to teach you; that same anointing 
which is of God will teach you all things; it is the truth, and there 
is no lie in it; and even as I have taught you, abide in it.

—1 John 2:27

And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, shall keep 
your hearts and minds through Jesus Christ.

—Phil. 4:7

Be still and know that I am God. 
—Ps. 46:10

We all love our theology. It’s taught us a lot and keeps the 
logical mind focused on God. But you may reach a point in your 
path with Christ where all logical theology feels a little confusing 
compared to the Spirit. The mind makes God a mystery instead 
of a reality. This confusion will drive you to be in the Spirit at all 
times. (See Isa. 47:13.)

Could this be why Jesus says we should become like little 
children to enter the kingdom of heaven? How much theology 
does a little child have? (See Matt. 18:3.)

I must admit, calling logical theology a deceptive whore is a bit 
harsh, but who knows how we’ll feel when we reach this point? 
This is the last victory before all error is finally destroyed.
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Babylon

Chapter 24

And after these things I saw another angel come down from 
heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with 
his glory. And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, 
Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation 
of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every 
unclean and hateful bird.

—Rev. 18:1-2

CHAPTER 18 is entirely about the fall of Babylon. To call 
it the habitation of devils or crazy people means that it is 
abandoned. Insane people didn’t live with everyone else 

but wandered in cemeteries and abandoned cities. Birds of prey 
dwelt there also.

Much mention is made of how the merchants of the earth were 
connected to Babylon (see Rev. 18:3, 11, 15, 23), and it goes on at 
length about all the fine things they enjoyed. (See Rev. 18:12-14.) The 
destruction of this city comes suddenly. (See Rev. 18:8, 17, and 21.)
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And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of 
her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye 
receive not of her plagues.

—Rev. 18:4

We are being called out of the state of mind represented by 
Babylon, and its connection to materialism and material things. 
God’s vengeance is pronounced on this city (see Rev. 18:5, 20), but 
remember what the wrath of God is: you hang on to your wrong 
thinking and you destroy yourself. (See Isa. 59:2.)

All nations and kings were deceived by this city. (See Rev. 18:3, 
and 9.)

And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and 
of all that were slain upon the earth.

—Rev. 18:24

The love of money is the root of all evil. (See 1 Tim. 6:9-10.) 
Throughout history, greed has been responsible for war and death. 
Historically, this chapter would be about the fall of Rome or its later 
capital, Constantinople, which is also said to sit on seven hills. For 
the inner meaning, we see a time when your connection to spirit 
may cause a total collapse of attachment to material things. You 
have come out of that city of confusion.
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The Word of God 
in Total Victory

Chapter 25

And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in 
heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honor, and 
power, unto the Lord our God.

—Rev. 19:1

THE FIRST SIX verses of this chapter are a celebration of 
great victory, with much praise to God.

Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to him: for the marriage 
of the Lamb is come and his wife hath made herself ready.

—Rev. 19:7

Historically, the Bride of Christ is the Church. For the inner 
meaning, you have reached a point where you and the spirit of 
meekness will be permanently united. John falls down to worship 
the Spirit who tells him this (see Rev. 19:10) but is told not to fall 
down. He is only to worship God. The worship of any thought, 
no matter how magnificent, is not the worship of God, and is to 
be avoided. Perhaps you’ve met someone who worships a vision 
he’s had, even believing that he’s a more wonderful person than 
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others because he’s had a vision. We are here being counseled 
against such behavior.

And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse, and he that 
sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness 
he doth judge and make war. His eyes were as a flame of fire, and 
on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that 
no man knew, but he himself. And he was clothed in a vesture 
dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.

—Rev. 19:11-13

Here is the Absolute Truth, in total victory. A King entering a city 
after a victorious battle would ride a white horse. How does truth 
make war? By simply being the truth. The war is in the minds of 
people who believe anything else. Eyes of fire are conviction. The 
many crowns are many victories. The name that no man knows but 
him, shows that this is an inner quality. The absolute truth is not 
something you can easily give to someone else by talking about it. The 
clothing dipped in blood is said to be about life. (See Lev. 17:11, 14.) 
He is willing to die. He wears red like a king or a priest. He has the 
two-edged sword in his mouth, not in his hand like the horseman of 
the second seal. He rules with a rod of iron and treads the winepress 
of the wrath of God. The name on his clothes and thigh is KING OF 
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. (See Rev. 19:14-16.)

Consider also how he makes war “in righteousness.” What is 
righteousness? It is leading a life of kind acts towards others. This 
defeats evil. He is not running around killing people. 

The power of truth is absolute over the whole earth. Anyone 
veering from it is suffering.

And the armies, which were in heaven, followed him upon white 
horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.

—Rev. 19:14



The Word of God in Total Victory  •  113

When the truth rises in you, all kinds of true thoughts and 
blessings follow.

And I saw an angel standing in the sun, and he cried with a loud 
voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, 
Come and gather yourselves together onto the supper of the 
great God. That ye may eat the flesh of horses, and of them that 
sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both 
small and great.

—Rev. 19:17-18

“Standing in the sun” is an idiom that refers to the freedom to 
speak the truth. Being an angel means that this message goes out 
over the whole earth. The birds (heavenly forces), like vultures will 
be eating all of earth’s people. All human authority will be cleansed. 
All thoughts, no matter how lofty (Kings) or lowly (bond, slaves) 
will be cleared out.

The beast and his army gather to fight the Truth and his army 
(Rev. 19:19). The beast and the false prophet are thrown into a lake 
of fire and brimstone (Rev. 19:20). All political and ecclesiastical 
thoughts are destroyed forever. The rest are killed by the sword 
out of the mouth of truth (Rev. 19:21). Materialism is over. To 
return to it now would be such unbelievable torment that it is 
now impossible. 
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Judgment

Chapter 26

And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of 
the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold 
on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, 
and bound him a thousand years.

—Rev. 20:1-2

W HEN AN ARAMAIC speaker sees evil happening, 
he says, “Satan is loose.” When all is well he says, 
“Satan is bound.” Here, the error that keeps you from 

God, while not destroyed, is under control. He is thrown into a 
bottomless pit for one thousand years (a long time), but will be 
freed from it for a short time (Rev. 20:3).

Next comes judgment. There are people on thrones judging and 
all those who were beheaded for their faith and had victory over 
the beast reign with Christ a thousand years (Rev. 20:4). Others 
aren’t resurrected until the thousand years are finished (Rev. 20:5).

Great blessings are pronounced on those who are in this first 
resurrection, “on such the second death hath no power (Rev. 
20:6).”The first and second resurrection can be a visionary picture 
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of the first and second death Jesus talks about. Physical death has 
no more power over you. Spiritual death is to be avoided at all 
costs. Then Satan is loosed from his prison (Rev. 20:7).

And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four 
quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together 
to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. And they 
went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of 
the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from 
God out of heaven, and devoured them.

—Rev. 20:8-9

Gog and Magog are the Aramaic words for China and Mongolia. 
Historically, this prophecy was said to be fulfilled in the 13th 
century during the Mongol invasion. As they swept through the 
Middle East, any city that didn’t surrender outright had all of its 
inhabitants killed. In Damascus, they left piles of severed heads 
in the streets. They reached Jerusalem (the beloved city) and 
surrounded it but were defeated there. That was the farthest extent 
of their reach in the Middle East. Ezekiel had a similar vision 
(chapters 38 and 39).

For the inner meaning, we see that no matter how close to God 
we are, there is always the chance for a big mistake. There is never 
a cause for pride before God. Humility is essential.

Now the devil is cast into the lake of fire. (See Rev. 20:10.) The 
very nature of error itself is now utterly destroyed in you. It is too 
much pain to do anything but love.

And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from 
whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was 
found no place for them.

—Rev. 20:11
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In the Old Testament it says that no one can see God’s face and 
live. (See Exod. 33:20.) This is, once again, imagery from a Middle 
Eastern king’s throne room. When you presented yourself to a king, 
you were on your hands and knees with your face on the ground. 
To look at the king was an immediate death sentence. (See Exod. 
10:28.) The spiritual message is total humility before God. Here 
the throne of God is so powerful that heaven and earth try to hide 
but can’t find a hiding place.

Next is the second resurrection, where all those who weren’t in 
the first resurrection are judged “according to their works.” Death 
and hell are thrown into the lake of fire along with those not found 
in the book of life. (See Rev. 20:12-15.)

Now that error doesn’t exist in you, none of its effects can exist 
in you either. They are judged, balanced. All those parts of you 
that are not focused on God fall away and don’t exist anymore. 
You realize that you will never actually die.

In the Russian Orthodox Church, there is a belief about the 
afterlife that is based on the original Greek New Testament and 
Jewish beliefs. To them, heaven and hell are not places, but states 
of being. When you die, you will be in the presence of God. If you 
are holding onto sinful ways, those ways will create suffering in 
God’s presence. If you are free of these things—forgiven—then 
you will walk around in God’s fire unharmed, like the men that 
the king of Babylon threw into the furnace in the book of Daniel. 
This leads us to another possible interpretation of the concept of 
“judgment” that we find in the Revelation.23

23. For a good article on this, go to http://aggreen.net/beliefs/heaven_hell.html .
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The City of God

Chapter 27

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth for the first heaven and 
the first earth were passed away, and there was no more sea.

—Rev. 21:1

W ITH ALL ERROR gone, you see the world in an entirely 
new way. Your old way of seeing is no more. “No more 
sea” is a completely clear subconscious mind, free 

of all oppressive memories and emotions. “New heaven and new 
earth” is a common Middle Eastern phrase to denote a change in 
thinking. (See Isa. 65: 17, 2 Pet. 3:13.)

And I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down 
from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband.

—Rev. 21:2

Here is the bride of the Lamb, the City of God. Here is the 
opposite of Babylon with all its material lusts. This city will be 
you. All of the things in this city will show you the attributes of a 
person perfectly united with God.
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And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and 
they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, 
and be their God.

—Rev. 21:3

The tabernacle of Moses was a thing of beauty on the inside, 
but outside looked like all the other tents. The idea was that God 
dwelt in a tent next to yours. Imagine God living in a house in 
your neighborhood.

And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.

—Rev. 21:4

This inner spiritual quality is so beautiful as stated that I 
feel uncomfortable adding any interpretation. Re-read it and 
enjoy.

The one on the throne then says he makes all things new and 
says it is done. He says, “I am the Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and the end” (Rev. 21:6). In a king’s throne room, there were many 
messengers waiting to carry out his orders in the kingdom. The 
bigger the country, the more messengers he would need. This is one 
reason for the vision of God on a throne surrounded by multitudes 
of angels. The kingdom is vast enough to need them. There would 
also be a constant flow of messengers coming in. A single battle 
might have many messengers dispatched during its course to tell 
the king how it’s going. For a messenger to say, “I am the first and 
the last,” or “I am the beginning and the end” is saying that there 
are no further messages needed on this topic. No more messages 
are coming.
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He that overcometh shall inherit all things, and I will be his God, 
and he shall be my son.

—Rev. 21:7

You are now a son of God, godlike. The next verse describes 
all the various sins that are in the lake of fire, the second death. 
Those things no longer exist in you (Rev. 21:8).

And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, 
and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending 
out of heaven from God.

—Rev. 21:10

People would pray on mountain tops because they believed it 
brought them closer to God. (See Matt. 14:23; Luke 6:12.) This 
city, descending “out of heaven” comes from a powerful spiritual 
state. Everything about this city will show you the attributes of a 
person or community that is perfectly united with God.

The city has a great and high wall with 12 gates, one for each 
tribe of Israel. (See Rev. 21:12.) The great wall shows that this 
city was well protected, but 12 gates were unusual. Normally, the 
fewer gates a city had, the safer it would be. Each gate was a weak 
spot where an enemy could gain access. This could mean that the 
city was a place of such safety that they didn’t ever expect to be 
attacked. (See Isa. 26:1-3.)

The wall had 12 foundations with the names of the 12 apostles. 
In ancient times, a builder would carve his name into the foundation 
of what he built. (See Rev. 21:14.)

Consider the following verses:

And you are built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the cornerstone of the building: and 
through him the whole building is fashioned and grows into a 
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holy temple through the help of the Lord; You are also builded 
by him for a habitation of God through the Spirit.

—Eph. 2:20-22

Here is Paul using the imagery of you as a building with the 
apostles as a foundation. You are built to be a dwelling place for 
God.

John then measures the city, which is in the shape of a large 
cube, the length, width, and height all equal. The measurement is 
12,000 furlongs, or 1,500 miles wide and tall. Were this a physical 
city, the top of it would be up in space. (See Rev. 21:15-16.) By any 
standards, ancient or modern, this is unbelievably big. This is the 
magnitude of the perfect Spirit of God in you.

The city and its streets are made of pure gold that is clear like glass. 
(See Rev. 21:18, 21.) Gold was used as money, not as a decoration for 
a city. Being clear like glass would make it a spiritual gold. Remember 
the spiritual meaning of gold: prosperity, honor, beauty, and truth. 
You now live in a world with these qualities coming from within you. 
These descriptions would seem more fantastic to an ancient Middle 
Easterner than to us. Ancient cities with their lack of a sewer system 
were foul, smelly places. This was like no place they’d ever seen 
outside of a temple. The description gets even more fantastic.

The foundations of the wall are inlaid with 12 kinds of precious 
stones. (See Rev. 21: 19-20.) These are the same stones on the 
breastplate of the high priest of the tabernacle. (See Exod. 28:17-21, 
39:8-14.) The city is you, a high priest of God. Each gate is carved 
out of a single enormous pearl. (See Rev. 21:21.) Pearl is symbolic 
of truth. Only truth can enter this city.

And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the 
Lamb are the temple of it.

—Rev. 21:22
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There is no longer any need for outer things to get close to God. 
Your total submission to God is all there is now.

And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to 
shine on it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is 
the light thereof.

—Rev. 21:23

Here is an even deeper level to your lack of a need for outward 
things. Even the sun and moon aren’t as important as the connec-
tion to God. The gates are never shut, as there isn’t any night. (See 
Rev. 21:25.) City gates were shut at night for protection. God is the 
light of the spiritual city that you have become and God doesn’t 
set like the sun. There is no night for you.

Mention is made of nations and kings bringing their glory and 
honor into this city. (See Rev. 21:24, 2.)This beautiful state is for 
all people all over the earth. No error can enter this city. (See Rev. 
21:27, 22:15.)

And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.

—Rev. 22:1

Water is symbolic of teaching. Clear water is the truth, muddy 
water is trouble or confused teaching, bitter water is totally false 
teaching. Here your total submission to God produces a constant 
supply of the absolute truth (Ezekiel 47:1-12).

And in the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, 
was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and 
yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for 
the healing of the nations.

—Rev. 22:2
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Here is the tree of life from Genesis, with all of its depth of 
meaning. Consider this verse:

And he shall be like a tree planted by a stream, that brings forth 
its fruit in its season, whose leaves fall not off, and whatsoever 
he begins he accomplishes.

—Ps. 1:3, see also Jer. 17:7-8

The tree of life is another picture of you in total union with 
God. Just as John’s vision of God had many symbols to show all 
of God’s aspects, the city of God shows all of the aspects of Christ 
perfected in you.

The 12 fruits, one per month, show a clue to the reason why the 
number 12 is a symbol of perfection. It goes back to ancient astrology, 
which had an early version of the 12 signs of the zodiac.24 Now, 
remember, the heavens were never worshiped or relied on. No devout 
Jew or early Christian would put off doing God’s work because the 
stars were against him. Only God was relied on. When God first put 
the lights in the heavens the Bible says that they are “for signs. (See 
Gen. 1:14.) Signs can mean omens; they can show what is to come.

The number seven is also said to be from early astrology. The 
seven heavenly bodies that most affect the earth were the sun, 
moon, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Saturn, and Jupiter.25 Some scholars 
(with a lot of time on their hands) have gone through various books 
of the Bible counting the number of times things happen or are 
mentioned and found much of it to be in multiples of seven. This 
was a common writing style in the Middle East. If you wanted your 
writing to reflect the power of God, you ordered it in the same way 
that God ordered the universe.26

24. From Dr. Lamsa in conversations with Dr. Errico (see Note 7).

25. Ibid.

26. To see the sevens in Genesis, read The Mysteries of Creation: The Genesis 
Story, by Rocco A. Errico, pp. 4-6.
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The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. This 
doesn’t mean they were ground up to make medicine. Trees were 
believed to radiate healing power, and sick people were placed under 
them for their health. Oaks were considered particularly powerful for 
this. So here is another picture of the power of Christ in you. You now 
radiate healing power to anyone who comes under your influence.

And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their 
foreheads.

—Rev. 22:4

You no longer need the humility of a common subject of the 
king. You are now like one of his trusted advisers seated on a throne 
next to his.

John again tries to worship the angel and again is told to worship 
God only. (See Rev. 22:8-9.)

And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of 
this book: for the time is at hand.

—Rev. 22:10

To seal this book would be to keep it a secret. This is to be an 
open vision for all. The time to do what is in the book is now.

He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let 
him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous 
still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.

—Rev. 22:11

Here you are on notice again that you are not to conquer anyone. 
Leave them alone. If you are to share your faith, it will be with 
love, not with control.
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Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have 
the right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates 
into the city.

—Rev. 22:14

What is the commandment of Jesus?

A new commandment I give you, that you love one another; just 
as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this every 
man shall know that you are my disciples, if you have love one 
for another.

—John 13:34-35

Jesus summed up the whole of the Law and the prophets 
as loving God completely and loving your neighbor as yourself 
(Matt. 22: 36-40).

The commandments of Jesus are Love.

My beloved, let us love one another; for love is from God; and 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. He who does 
not love does not know God, for God is love.

—1 John 4:7-8

Love is the answer to all of your problems. Love is how you 
enter the city of God and love gives you the right to the tree of 
life.

Again, the sins that exist outside the city are mentioned. (See 
Rev. 22:16.) The word “dogs” there refers to vicious people.

I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in 
the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the 
bright and morning star.

—Rev. 22:16
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The root of David is the Messiah. The morning star is the first 
light of day. The Christ in you is the dawning of a new day.

And the Spirit and the bride say, come. And let him that heareth 
say, come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, 
let him take the water of life freely.

—Rev. 22:17

Do you want the Christ in you to grow? Do you want all errors 
in thinking to fall away? Come and take it. You can have as much 
of it as you wish.

Next, there are two verses that pronounce bad things for any 
who add to or subtract from the book. This is said to be a warning 
to scribes who loved to change things. (See Rev. 22:18-19.)

He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly: 
Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.

—Rev. 22:20

While I had originally envisioned this as a lifelong process, 
perhaps this is saying that it can be very fast.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.
—Rev. 22:21

So there it is, the message that John tells us is the last one you 
need about the mystery of Christ.
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Why Didn’t John 
Just Say It?

Chapter 28

HE DID, BUT in very visionary terms that we aren’t used 
to. Actually, there is nothing in this inner interpretation 
that isn’t somewhere else in the Bible, said in plain logical 

language. But there is a power to visionary language that can hit 
us deeper than plain language.

Consider this: your brain is divided into two halves. One half 
understands only logic, and this is the half you use to do things 
like balance your checkbook. The other half only understands and 
speaks in dreamlike imagery, visions, and flashes of intuition. It 
doesn’t understand logic at all.

This could be a reason why we can understand the things of 
God and want to do them but be unable to. The right half of our 
brain has not been reached yet. (See Rom. 7:14-25.) The Revelation 
is different. The imagery speaks directly to that other half of the 
brain, which can actually understand these things (believe it or 
not). Combined with the logical interpretation you have something 
that gives the full message to all parts of your soul.

This, some say, was the reason for teaching in parables. The 
simple images, like a farmer sowing and reaping spoke to the 
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subconscious mind first. By the time the logical mind figured out 
what was said, there would be a big “Ah ha!” in the brain and all 
parts of the soul get the message.27

This is perhaps the reason why the Revelation is now the most 
powerful guide in my daily Christian life of all the books of the 
Bible. The depth of understanding defies description.

27. The Hidden Gospel, by Neil Douglas-Klotz, p. 123, “The Soul Playing Hide 
and Seek.”
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How Do I Do It?

Chapter 29

YOU ALREADY ARE “doing it.” You may have noticed that 
some of the logical interpretations feel like things you’ve 
already been through. If you are determined to lead a life 

where you get closer to God, you will go through these experiences 
with or without the images of the Revelation.

The most powerful part of the book for me is the first Seal, the 
idea of conquest. Whenever I catch myself thinking of conquering 
someone or something, I stop myself and try to figure out a way 
to act with love instead. If I want to feed the visionary side of my 
brain, I imagine myself following or becoming the Lamb.
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Is This Mysticism?

Chapter 30

A 
MYSTIC IS someone who works to get close to or become 
one with God. By definition, what is in this book can be 
called a form of Christian mysticism.

Consider these verses:

I knew a man in Christ more than fourteen years ago, but whether 
I knew him in the body or out of the body, I do not know; God 
knows; this very one was caught up to the third heaven. And I 
still know this man, but whether in the body or whether out of 
the body, I cannot tell; God knows; How that he was caught up 
to paradise and heard unspeakable words, which is not lawful 
for a man to utter.

—2 Cor. 12:2-4

What is the third heaven? Isn’t there only one heaven? The more 
mystical Jews and early Christians believed in multiple heavens, 
usually seven of them, of course, the third being the throne of God. 
They had practices where they would ascend through these heavens 
to reach God’s throne. These meditations were passed down from 
person to person and were never put in writing, so they wouldn’t 
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have ended up in our Bible. Someone used to doing this practice 
may have been someone who, like John, could receive visions like 
the Revelation. 

There would be no point in endorsing these practices today, as 
they are no longer available.
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Christian Mysticism

Chapter 31

THE HISTORY OF early Christianity is filled with people 
who gave up everything to live in caves as hermits or to 
live in monasteries. They fasted and prayed for decades 

on end, and experienced the states that the inner meaning of the 
Revelation talks about. They would reach states of silent prayer, 
where all theology and words were gone, and they just stood in 
the presence of the Spirit. They called this silence “wonder” and 
considered it to be the original voice of God.

I don’t know about you, but when people fast and pray intensely 
for longer than I’ve been alive, I kind of want to know what they 
have to say about it. 

These early Christians saw the progression of prayer life in the 
writings of Solomon. The first stage is Proverbs, where all of the 
rules are explained. The second stage is Ecclesiastes, where any 
focus that is not on God is confusion and suffering (“all is vanity 
and vexation of Spirit”). The third stage is the Song of Solomon, 
where the connection to God is an intimate love affair.

The path to this progression in prayer life became refined 
over time. One of the methods that the monks developed is called 
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Lectio Divina (divine reading) and is a way to absorb scripture at 
all levels of your soul. First, you read a short passage of scripture 
and fully absorb it. Then you go deeper and relate it to your 
life as much as possible (this is what the Jews called “midrash,” 
monks called it “meditation”). In the next stage, you go into 
intense prayer about the verse, throwing as much emotion into 
it as possible. Early Christian writers talked about the flood of 
tears they would shed when they prayed. In the last stage, you 
surrender it all and sit in mental silence. The monks called this 
silence “contemplation.” It is also called “Resting in God.”28

Back in the 1960s, a monk named Father Keating resided at an 
American monastery that just so happened to be down the road 
from a center that taught Eastern meditation. Invariably, carloads of 
seekers of truth would drive into the monastery by mistake on their 
way to the center. Father Keating engaged them in conversations 
and found that most of them had a Christian background. He also 
found that they were shocked to find that Christianity had a path 
to oneness with God. He decided that it was time to bring these 
skills out of the monastery and make them available to everyone.

What was chosen for this was a method from the book The 
Cloud of Unknowing, written in the 1400’s by an anonymous 
English monk. This monk believed that thoughts about God are 
not God, and could even be considered idolatry. The method here 
is to say a word like “God” or “love,” and then surrender to the 
silence. Whenever you find yourself thinking, repeat the word and 
surrender again. Sometimes you end up in deep silence. Other times 
your mind will drive you nuts with thoughts, but this is good, as it 
gets you to exercise your “surrender muscle” and make it strong. 
This Christian surrender practice is now called “Centering Prayer.” 
(See Appendix B.)

28. From Centering Prayer and Inner Awakening by Cynthia Bourgeault, p. 65, 
The Benedictine Legacy.
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Father Keating warns, however, that regular practice of this 
(20 minutes, twice a day) can lead you into a peaceful, relaxed 
state…for about three months. Then your relaxed mind will loosen 
its grip on old issues that will come rising out of the sea of your 
subconscious like the beast of the Revelation. Early monks called 
the assault of these strong emotions “the fire” (as when Jesus says 
“I counsel thee to buy of me gold refined in the fire” Rev. 3:18). 
They would tough it out through this and continue their routine 
until it burnt itself out. They even identified the exact point to 
intercept it that would make it easiest to beat. This is the point, 
right after the initial thought of the trouble, but before it becomes 
a full-blown emotion. Doing nothing about these emotions has 
them eventually diving back into the sea of the subconscious to 
plague you later.

A recent Christian development for this is called the “Welcoming 
Prayer.” When assaulted by a strong emotion, you welcome it with 
love (saying something like “Welcome anger,” for instance) and 
sit with it until it dissolves. You could look at this as a version of 
loving your enemy, but, in this case, the enemy is coming from 
within you. There are some other ways to strengthen prayer that 
can also be tried (see Appendix A).
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The End of the World  
(From Personal Experience)

Chapter 32

BACK IN THE 1980s, I was an environmental activist. I took 
Revelation 11:18 seriously, when it said that God would 
be returning, “to destroy them which destroy the earth.” I 

didn’t want to get caught destroying the earth when God returned, 
so I did the opposite.

Back then, there was much talk about the end being near. It was 
believed that everything was in place for the rise of the Antichrist. 
The seven-nation confederacy formed after World War II was the 
seven heads of the beast. The 10-nation European Union was the 
10 horns. There was said to be an enormous computer in Belgium 
that would coordinate all the financial transactions conducted 
by those that had the mark of the beast. I was reading back then 
about the Trilateral Commission, a worldwide organization of 
corporations that united to control everything, even govern-
ments, to fulfill their lust for more money. The merchants of 
the earth had risen to great power. The Antichrist, a destructive 
world leader, was expected to rise, for some reason, in Europe.

Then America elected Ronald Wilson Reagan, whose first, middle, 
and last names each contain six letters (666). Within weeks of his 
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election, his picture was in all the papers with him holding the reigns of 
his white horse, a gift to him from the president of Mexico. Then there 
was the attempted assassination, but his deadly wound was healed.

Needless to say, I thought something was up.
The scariest part for me was the great amount of deception involved. 

As an activist, I could see how destructive Reagan’s policies were, but 
vast amounts of people, including many Christians, trusted him 
totally. They believed his words without looking at the fruit of his tree.

I did all sorts of calculations based on every prophecy I could 
find and decided that I knew when the end would come. To this 
day I know beyond the shadow of any doubt the year of the end 
of the world. It will be 1986. 

Well, I was pretty sure at the time.
While the world didn’t end in that year, it certainly wasn’t a 

good year for the earth. Holes in the ozone layer were discovered 
that year: the sun was being allowed to burn men. It was also the 
year of the opening of a horrible destructive pit called Chernobyl, 
which is a Russian word that I’ve heard means “wormwood.”

Why is it that for hundreds of years people have seen the 
fulfillment of the Revelation in the world around them? Why does 
it always look as if the end is near? The first Christians expected 
Christ to return in their lifetime. Unless they meant the inner 
Christ, they were wrong. Think about that.

A simple reason we see Revelation’s fulfillment is that there is 
such a variety of symbols in the Revelation that it’s always possible 
to fit some of them into the world around you. A more spiritual 
reason could be that the same process that is happening within you 
is happening to the world also.

The first recorded person to view the Revelation as a roadmap to 
the end of the world was Montanus in about 150 a.d. The orthodox 
Christians of his day considered him a heretic because he had added 
a “new vision” to the Revelation.

In any event, as of this writing, the world has not ended and 
you still have time to perfect the Christ within you.
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The Rapture

Chapter 33

THE RAPTURE IS a future event where in a split second all 
the Christians on earth are taken into heaven and avoid 
the destruction on earth described in the Revelation. Many 

believe this happens before the events in the Book of Revelation. 
Others place it at various places in the book. The concept of 
the Rapture before the Tribulation was developed in the 1830s 
and wasn’t believed before that time. Before this, it was always 
believed that Christians would go through the tribulation, and that 
the return of Christ and The Rapture were the same event. The 
following verses are believed to describe the rapture.

Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken away and 
the other left. Two women will be grinding at the hand mill; one 
will be taken and the other left.

—Matt. 24: 40-41

The disciples had asked Jesus what would be the signs of his 
coming and the end of the world. (See Matt. 24:3.) The Aramaic word 
for “world” can mean the whole world, a region of the world, or an 
age. They asked Jesus this question after he told them that the temple 
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would be destroyed. (See Matt. 24:1-2.) Some scholars believe that all 
the events Jesus describes happened around the time of the destruction 
of the temple by the Romans—the end of the “temple age.”

In those days people worked in pairs in the field. A man and 
his son, a man and his slave, or a woman and her daughter were 
typical working pairs. As the Romans swept through the area to 
put down the Jewish rebellion, they took the younger of a working 
pair for slavery and left the older one.

For our Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout and 
the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God; and those 
who died in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet our 
Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be with our Lord.

—1 Thess. 4:16-17

To meet someone in the air is an Aramaic idiom that means 
to run to greet that person. Remember also that this is Paul, who 
talked about the mystery of Christ, the Christ in us. Paul used 
“apocalyptic” imagery (visions) to reveal spiritual truths. Those 
two verses can easily be interpreted as a shortened version of the 
inner meaning of the Revelation.

Consider this verse:

And he has raised us up with him, and seated us with him in 
heaven, through Jesus Christ.

—Eph. 2:6

Here Paul is talking about being in heaven with Christ as 
something that happens to us now. For many Christians, the 
Rapture, even though it is a relatively new vision in Christian 
history, is gospel fact. People who study the origins of Christianity 
are left with the possibility that there is no easy way out. Whatever 
happens to the world, we may be here for it.
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The End of the Age

Chapter 34

And teach them to obey everything that I have commanded you; 
and; lo, I am with you always, to the end of the world. Amen.

—Matt. 28:20

THE EASTERN ARAMAIC-SPEAKING churches don’t 
have the same belief in Christ’s return as do the western 
churches. Based on the above passage, they say, Jesus never 

left, so why would he need to return? Add to this the idea that the 
word “world” in the above passage can also mean “age” and you 
get a different picture of our possible future. Bear with me while I 
describe this in an unusual way.

There was a study done in the Japanese Islands on monkeys. 
They were given a food that was new to them (sweet potatoes) and 
their actions were observed. The potatoes were put on the beach. 
The monkeys loved them, but didn’t like eating the sand that stuck 
to them. One monkey decided to take the food to the water to 
wash it. Other monkeys, one by one, followed and did the same. 
Over time, this increased until a critical number of food-washing 
monkeys was reached and then they all did it. Then, a strange 
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thing was observed. At the time the critical number was reached, 
monkeys on other islands that had no physical contact with the 
first monkeys all started washing their sweet potatoes. The idea 
here is that when enough people believe something, everyone else 
does also.29

Imagine if a large number of Christians took the inner meaning 
of the Revelation to heart, and worked fervently to perfect the 
Christ within. What would happen if so many people did this that 
we reach the hundredth Christian monkey?

Allow me to describe it to you. It would come suddenly, as it 
did for those monkeys. In one day, all thoughts of conquest would 
vanish from the minds of people over the whole earth. Soldiers 
in the midst of battle would drop their weapons and run to help 
wounded enemies. Evil world leaders who could hold onto the idea 
of conquest a little longer would be shouting orders that no one 
obeys. The most evil people might have a harsher inner tribulation, 
but in a short time all people would succumb to the apocalypse 
within. The world wouldn’t end, but the age of conquest most 
certainly would. Love would be the foremost thing on everyone’s 
mind, and God is love. The Christ within will have healed the 
world. This is more in line with what an easterner might believe 
about the future of the world.

The end of the world or the end of the age? Are we to believe in 
one or the other? Which one do you want? Why? Which of these 
trees bears good fruit?

Woe to you who desire the Day of the Lord. To what end is it 
for you? The day of the Lord? For it is a day of darkness and 
not light.

—Amos 5:18

29. The Hundredth Monkey by Ken Keyes, Jr.
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Jesus tells us that someone who hates another is guilty of 
murder (Matt. 5:21-22). Could envisioning or praying for the end 
of the world make us guilty of genocide? Should a Christian be 
someone who works towards the healing of the earth and leaves its 
destruction to greedy and evil men? Now that you know the inner 
meaning of the Revelation, is there still some value to seeing it as 
the end of the world?

When you pray “thy kingdom come” are you praying for the 
kingdom Christ says is within you, or the deaths of billions of 
people? This is for you to decide, and I’m praying that your choice 
is one that brings you, and the world, closer to God.
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In Conclusion

Chapter 35

IN THE DAYS of Jesus, there were many ways to interpret 
scripture. Some of them were:

1. The literal meaning of the words. As an example of this: 
When it says that Moses had the Israelites wander for 40 
years in the wilderness before entering the Promised Land, 
it means that Moses had the Israelites wander for 40 years in 
the wilderness before entering the Promised Land, period.

2. The deeper spiritual meaning behind the words. Here Moses 
is waiting for an entire sinful generation to die off, spiritually 
cleansing Israel, so that a new, more perfect generation 
would go in to claim the Promised Land.

3. The next method is called “midrash,” meaning, “search.” 
Here a passage can spiritually connect to other passages. The 
reader also personally interacts with the words to find deep 
inner meaning. Have you had to wander for long periods in 
a personal wilderness before entering your own Promised 
Land?



148  •  The Apocalypse Within

4. This last method is called “sod” meaning “secret,” and 
involves numerology. This wouldn’t be available to today’s 
Christians, unless you are fluent in Hebrew or Aramaic. 
Since letters were also numbers in these languages, you 
could add them to get the number value of a word and see 
if other words add up to the same value. You could then 
make spiritual connections and find more meaning.30

All of these ways of interpreting Scripture were considered to 
be completely valid. A single verse had many meanings, and when 
using midrash, it could have a different meaning for each person 
who reads it. The meaning of the passage would change as the 
person changes.

The Jews had various beliefs about the coming of the Messiah. 
Many believed he would be a king who would free Israel from the 
oppression of other countries. But when Jesus came, his kingdom 
was purely spiritual. There have always been various beliefs about 
the end of the world as well. It could be said that arguments about 
the meaning of the Revelation predate the Revelation itself. When 
this Revelation is fulfilled, will it turn out to be, like the coming 
of the Messiah, purely spiritual?

As far as we know, John never left any instructions on how to 
interpret his vision. Perhaps he was acting as a teacher of parables, 
leaving his students with something that had great hidden meaning, 
which could only be found by searching hard for it.

Did you actually expect me to have a “conclusion” about the 
Revelation? I would feel pretty foolish to try. For me to say I know 
everything about the Revelation would make me guilty of the sin 
of the Laodiceans. All I can tell you is that the inner meaning has 
the greatest value in my life: it bears good fruit.

30. Restoring the Jewishness of the Gospel: A Message for Christians by David H. 
Stern, p. 32.
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When I was young, there was a comedian who was popular on 
all the talk shows for a while. I forget his name and only remember 
one of his jokes. He was talking about a guru that he followed. 
He said, “My guru predicted that the world would end in 1956…
and for him it did.” Do you believe that the end of the world will 
happen in your lifetime? Then for you, it will.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.





•  151  •

Final Note

Chapter 36

TO SOME CHRISTIAN mystics, the final stage of union with 
God was described as a state of insatiable love. They could 
never do enough for the world. This is not a path that ends 

in a prayer closet. Christians are people who are unafraid to get 
their hands dirty doing physical work for their neighbor.

There was one Roman emperor who complained about Christian 
good works and how they drew people away from Pagan Roman 
religions. He complained that Christians fed not only their own 
poor, but everyone else’s as well.

For a man may say, You have faith and I have works; show me 
your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by 
my works.

—James 2:18

For as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without 
works is dead.

—James 2:26
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Perhaps Christians should be the most powerful activists on 
Earth. Perhaps we should be on the forefront in the battles to save 
the environment, feed the poor, and create world peace. Should 
Christian organizations take on this role, or should we flood the 
ranks of the secular organizations and increase their power? What 
would the effect be of an army of activists who can pray in faith and 
totally believe in the success of their cause? Have you ever written 
a letter to a politician, laid your hands on it, and prayed in faith 
that it will achieve its desired result? Try it.

Consider these things as you grow closer and closer to God.

A brother helped by a brother is like a city helped by its 
fortifications; and his helpers are like the bars of a castle.

—Prov. 18:19
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Waiting for God: 
Strengthening 
Christian Prayer

Appendix A

FOR MOST CHRISTIANS, prayer is how we approach God. 
Let’s look at some ways to strengthen our prayer.
Some hints for this come from the Aramaic meaning of the 

word “prayer.” It has roots that mean “to lean towards, listen to, 
or set a snare for.” Setting a snare to trap an animal involves a little 
bit of work and a lot of waiting. Prayer is waiting for God. Your 
words are a trap to catch the Spirit. Remember, when you pray, to 
have times for silent waiting.

Jesus says not to use a lot of words when you pray (see Matt. 
6:7) and goes on to give a short prayer, The Lord’s Prayer. But Paul 
says to pray without ceasing. (See 1 Thess. 5:17.) Prayer is not the 
words, it’s the wait. Your few words set a trap to catch the fullness 
of the Spirit. When the answer to your prayer comes not just to 
your mind, but is felt in your subconscious, the depths of your soul, 
then you can live the answer. Otherwise you may understand what 
to do, but be unable to do it. (See Rom. 7:14-25.)

Remember the thief on the cross. If anything sums up my 
personal theology, it’s him. Thieves in those days would kill 
someone if they found money on them, so there would be no 
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witnesses. This is why the Good Samaritan of Jesus’ parable found 
the man beaten by thieves in such bad shape—he was left to die. 
Some say this is why Jesus told his followers not to carry money—a 
thief might rough you up a bit but wouldn’t kill you if you were 
not carrying money.

The thief was hanging on a cross next to Jesus. The thief knew 
he was guilty and deserved what he was getting. He had what I 
consider the foundation of how to approach God. He had humility. 
For him humility came through a painful death. For me humility 
comes from the knowledge that my tiny mind will never fully 
comprehend the infinite God. Prayer, for me, is a desperate cry to 
the Great Mystery. Any theology I have without this has a weak 
foundation.

What else did the thief believe? We don’t know. He had no 
stated beliefs about the creation of the world, the end of the world, 
speaking in tongues, politics, abortion, or any of the other things 
today’s Christians hold dear. He didn’t even know about the death 
of Jesus to forgive sins. This should be an excellent comfort to us 
all. All that is needed is to ask Jesus to remember us. Theology is 
not what saves. (See Luke 23:42-43.) 

Begin with humility. Next comes your words. I like my words 
to be simple, to the point, and from the heart. Remember to pray 
in faith. Thank God for what you are asking for as if he had already 
given it to you. Keep doing it until you feel comforted inside, there 
may even be a gentle physical sensation of ease that tells you it’s 
done.

Remember also that our tiny minds don’t always know what’s 
best for us. You could be praying for something you shouldn’t 
have. One way to deal with this is always to ask for God’s will 
to be done (not your own will). Another way is an open-ended 
prayer where you thank God for teaching you what you need to 
know. You may get an answer that is very different than what you 
would’ve prayed for.



Appendix A  •  155

Listening

Remembering that prayer is also about listening, how will God 
speak to you?

A big problem is that we are too logical. We want everything to 
come in clearly understood sentences. Logic is often only the tip of 
the iceberg. That feeling inside that your prayer has been answered 
may come first and you’ll have to just wait for your mind to figure 
out what it logically looks like later.

One way the Bible tells us God speaks to us is in dreams. (See 
Gen. 20:3-6; 28:12, Job 33:14-16, Dan. 1:17; 5:12, Matt. 1:20; 
2:12; 27:19.) God told Aaron and Miriam, “If you are prophets, 
I the Lord will reveal myself to you in a vision and will speak to 
you in a dream” (Num. 12:6). Dreams can be an odd assortment of 
symbols that are hard to understand. Ask yourself what each thing 
in the dream means to you. It’s a personal symbol of something. 
Eventually you will understand your dream language so well that 
even the most bizarre dreams are like regular speech. The two sides 
of your brain will have a common language. Sometimes it can be 
very valuable to fall asleep asking God for a dream for guidance.

Another way God speaks is suggested in the following verse:

I have spoken by the prophets, and I have multiplied visions and 
used similitudes by the ministry of the prophets.

—Hos. 12:10

What is a similitude? Consider the following verses:

Moreover the word of the Lord came to me, saying, Jeremiah, 
what do you see? And I said, I see a rod of an almond tree. Then 
the Lord said to me, You have well seen; for I will hasten my 
word to perform it.

—Jer. 1:11-12
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In the Middle East the almond tree is a symbol of suddenness 
because it flowers all at once. Here what Jeremiah is seeing 
physically right in front of him is a symbol of what God wants 
him to know. (See also Jer. 1:13-14; 18:1-7; 24:3-5.) This is called 
a similitude or simile. (See Num. 12:8.)

What is the voice of God that helped him interpret these things? 
Could it be the small quiet voice inside described by the prophet 
Elijah? (See 1 Kings 19:12.)

If you want to try this, it will work anywhere, but I suggest you 
go off into nature. God’s creation shows his glory and will make 
it easier. As you sit in nature, go over your prayers about your 
concerns, or just ask God what he wants to teach you, then allow 
your eyes to naturally settle on something (Jeremiah, what do you 
see?). That “something” is a symbol of what God wants you to know. 
Allow the little voice inside you to interpret it like it’s a dream.

When the answer comes, it may come with a sense of surprise. 
This is a sign that it comes from outside of you and isn’t something 
coming from your own mind. But God is everywhere, including 
your own mind. So, from wherever God speaks, listen. It may seem 
odd if you are hearing about this method for the first time, but give 
it a try. You’ll find, as others have, that it is unusually easy to do. 
Every day we walk through a sea of metaphors and parables from 
God. God is always talking. We are seldom listening.

Is there any evidence that early Christians were doing this? 
Consider Saint Ephrem the Syrian who was writing poems and 
hymns in the era of 350-400 a.d. He represents a Middle Eastern 
Christianity just at the time European Christianity was rising in 
power. As such, he ends up describing what Easterners took for 
granted in a more Western way.

To Ephrem Scripture and nature are equal. He even called them 
“the two witnesses.” The same symbols he found in Scripture were 
all around him in nature. Both spoke loud and clear. When Ephrem 
saw a bird take flight, its outstretched wings made the sign of the 
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cross. The bird couldn’t fly without stretching its wings in the 
form of a cross. 

Remember that when God created the universe, he spoke it into 
being. The universe is God’s word as surely as the Bible is.

Ephrem considered it heresy to have a single interpretation of 
Scripture. For him Scripture was a fountain. You should be able to 
drink your fill and always be able to return to it when you’re thirsty 
again. To settle on one interpretation is to drink the fountain dry 
and not be able to return to it.

So the Jewish concept of midrash is still in use at this date, not 
just for Scripture but nature as well. Everything can be interpreted 
as a dream you are having. Everything is a message from God.

Even the word Ephrem used for “symbol” is an Aramaic word 
that doesn’t imply any separation from what is symbolized. The 
symbol is the tip of the iceberg. The iceberg is God. God clothes 
himself in these symbols so we can understand him.

“The keys of doctrine which unlock all Scripture have opened 
up before my eyes the Book of Creation” (Ephrem). (For further 
reading: The Luminous Eye, The Spiritual World Vision of Saint 
Ephrem the Syrian by Sebastian Brock, Cistercian Publications.)

The Book of Job has many references to the natural world as 
ways to understand the things of God. Job tells us “speak to the 
earth and it shall teach thee” (Job 12:8).

Paul tells us that all men should seek God and find him by 
means of his creations, for God is not far from any one of us, for in 
him we live and move and have our being. (See Acts 17:26-28.)

Possibly the greatest way God speaks is through his peace, which 
goes beyond our logical understanding. (See Phil. 4:7.) It may be 
best described by Psalm 46:10: “Be still and know that I am God.”

You may reach a point when you’re praying in nature and 
your mind shuts down, there are no words in your head, and 
everything looks peaceful and beautiful. The feeling might even 
be overwhelming. This is God’s peace, the Christ within rising to 
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the surface. There are no words to explain it, and as soon as you 
try, the feeling will vanish.

This feeling of God’s Spirit is an answer to any prayer you can 
pray, and no, I can’t logically tell you why. It’s like the pattern of 
the message to the Churches; the answer is always a return to God. 
Like the original meaning of the word “repent,” you flow back to 
the source. It touches you, it changes you deep inside, and you act 
different from then on.

Waiting for these moments to happen is one thing, but can we 
make these moments happen at will? Actually, yes. But to some 
Christians this may seem like “meditation,” and that would be a 
distraction for them.

Consider that your commitment to the Lamb goes deeper than 
your logical mind. You don’t become an atheist when you go to sleep, 
go into a coma, or blank your mind. If your faith was only a logical 
decision it would be like the seed that lands on stony ground—its 
roots have no depth. Your faith reaches deep into your soul.

If your purpose in blanking your mind is to get closer to God, 
then that’s exactly what it will do. It’s when you have some other 
purpose for blanking your mind that there could be trouble. There 
is a difference between Christian meditation and meditations from 
other sources. While other meditations are about mechanically 
blanking the mind, the purpose of Christian meditation is to blank 
the mind to allow the fullness of God’s Spirit in.

Here are a couple of methods for those who want to try.
The first way is done with your eyes. Put your arms out to the 

sides at eye level and wiggle your fingers. See how far back you can 
move your hands and still see your fingers wiggling in the corners 
of both eyes at once. You will be using your full peripheral vision, 
seeing in an arc of almost 180 degrees in front of you. When you 
get used to it, drop your hands and look at nature this way. You will 
notice two things. The first is that you can see every little movement 
in front of you. Ancient hunters used this method. Being highly 
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observant could make a difference in whether you could feed your 
family or not. The other thing you will notice is that in order for 
your mind to take in the full scene in front of you, it has to shut 
up. It has to become still. You’ll notice that when your mind starts 
chattering again your vision will tunnel in.31

This moment of silence can be a powerful tool for your prayer. 
Say your prayers, spread out your vision, allow your mind to blank 
and let God’s Spirit in. When your mind starts up again it may have 
the answer to your prayer, you may be led to a similitude, or you 
may just have the feeling inside that it’s done.

Repeat this until your prayer is answered.
Here’s another way. As you pray, imagine a ball of light in your 

heart and pour your prayer into it. Not just the words but also the 
feeling it gives you and any images of it. Then see this ball drifting 
out of you and going off in the distance, off to God. As it gets farther 
away it gets smaller until it’s just a dot, then it disappears. When 
it’s gone, your mind will be in silence for a moment. See what fills 
the silence afterwards. You could also do this by seeing that ball 
shrink right where it is in your heart until it’s gone.

Notice that with this method prayer is no longer just words, 
but also feelings and images. Both sides of your brain are praying. 
Eventually, you will be able to blank your mind automatically. You 
will no longer need any methods to do this.

Subconscious Troubles

We all have painful emotional wounds buried deep in our minds. 
These result from tragic events in our lives. They are stuffed into the 
deeper parts of the mind so we can avoid feeling them. Stuffing emotions 
actually takes energy to do, like holding a beach ball underwater.

31. From Tom Brown’s Field Guide to Nature Observation and Tracking by Tom 
Brown Jr.
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But these things are always there, determining who we are, and 
occasionally popping up to put us in bad moods like depression, fear, 
and anger. If you get to the point where you can be in God’s silence 
for a while, your mind may relax and lose its grip on an old issue. The 
beach ball comes roaring to the surface. One minute you’re in God’s 
peace, the next you’re in a rage. You may know what it’s about when 
it comes with a memory of what caused it. For example, you may find 
yourself in an angry daydream about someone who wronged you. Or 
it may come up as a pure emotion and your mind will try to develop 
excuses for the feeling. In this case, you may find yourself overly angry 
with small things such as a couple of mosquitoes or raindrops.

This is another way God answers your prayers. The Christ within 
is getting strong enough to push these things out of your life. They 
have risen from the sea of your subconscious and are now obvious. 
Now is the time to fully feel these things until you are done with 
them. Thank God for this “tribulation,” it’s a fantastic opportunity.

Fasting in the Wilderness 

Both Moses and Jesus spent time fasting in the wilderness. 
Based on my experience of this, it is probably the most difficult 
and effective prayer method of all.

My own experience of this comes from my decades of study 
at the Tracker School where I was learning Native American 
wilderness survival. Among American Indians, it’s called a Vision 
Quest. At the Tracker School, it was stripped of all American Indian 
ceremony. We were simply told what kinds of things could happen 
to us, and then we were fasting in the wilderness for four days.

Much of the power of this process comes from sitting in a small 
ten-foot wide area and not leaving it. You can wander alone in the 
wilderness for 30 years and it won’t be as powerful as being in one 
spot for four days. This becomes a way to subdue the logical mind 
until it shuts down and lets the fullness of the Spirit in.
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One of the most powerful tools here, believe it or not, is 
boredom. For the first half hour, I usually feel like I’m on a vacation 
in nature. But after a while, I’ve memorized my surroundings. 
Then the logical mind gets desperate to find something to feed on. 
This is the point where similitudes come naturally. The mind in 
its desperate search for meaning does this automatically, not as an 
exercise like the one I described before.

You may get all the logical answers to your prayers in the first 
hour of sitting there, but you stay for the number of days you 
promised your God. The logical answers aren’t enough. You must 
let God change you at the depths of your soul so you can really live 
the answers you get. Like the mountain of fire that falls into the 
sea, your subconscious mind will undergo a cleansing. God will 
not stop at speaking to your logical mind; your entire soul will be 
spoken to. Wait for it.

As you go deeper into your soul, you will reach points where 
you get stuck. Old issues will pop up with their bad memories and 
emotions. You need no particular exercise for this. Just remaining 
there will have you dissolving it whether you want to or not. Praying 
and staying in that spot is the exercise.

If the issue or emotion is really stuck, it may be helpful to get 
up and move, as long as you don’t leave the small area. Some people 
say that these things aren’t just stuck in the mind; they are also 
stuck in the body. If you get up and move till you’re exhausted, 
you may sit down and feel like the issue has resolved. By moving, 
it has become unstuck. We were taught a simple dance that has us 
walking in a circle and stomping our feet gently. Technically, any 
kind of movement will work.

You will also reach points where the mind shuts down and 
everything around you looks beautiful. There are no words to 
describe the feeling. This isn’t necessarily something that happens 
in any order. These various moments can be all jumbled up, having 
you go back and forth one to the other many times a day.



162  •  The Apocalypse Within

It is typical to walk out on the fifth morning feeling as if all of 
your questions have been answered, even if you don’t know what 
the logical answers are. It is also typical to walk out feeling as if 
you got nothing. Since most of the changes can happen in the 
subconscious, it can be hard to know what went on. It could take 
months or years to understand God’s message to you. Eventually 
these things will come to the surface.

If you want to try this, I suggest you start small. Sit in one spot 
in nature for a few hours and feel the process starting. Pray about 
it. Decide if this process is something you want. Next, you could 
try staying in one spot overnight, from sundown to sun up. Bring 
enough blankets and rain gear for anything creation might throw 
at you, and a gallon of water. Never fast from water, especially for 
days on end. You could die from four days without water. Long 
before that, you would hallucinate. (Note: there’s a difference 
between a vision and a hallucination, you don’t learn anything 
from a hallucination.) If you tire and fall asleep, pay attention to 
your dreams.

Four days is a good amount of time for a total inner transfor-
mation. I don’t suggest you do this, at least the first time, without 
guidance and protection from experienced people. There are 
things that could go wrong that you may not be aware of. One 
example is that there are medical conditions that require you 
to eat small amounts of food. Diabetes is an example. You want 
to get close to God, but dying would be too close, too fast. You 
should also continue any medication you are on. If you smoke 
cigarettes, you should bring in twice what you normally use in 
four days. You will have enough to deal with without withdrawal 
symptoms.

Experienced people will know how to watch over you in a 
way that you will never know they are there. This is important. 
Those four days are a gradual ascent away from the logical mind 
and into the Holy Spirit. If someone walks into your area, it snaps 
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you back to where you started, and you have to begin again when 
the person leaves.

Remember that you are fasting from everything but prayer, 
water, and waiting for God. Some of the things you are fasting 
from include praying out loud, singing, writing, and reading. This, 
believe it or not, includes even reading the Bible. In those four 
days, you would end up reading it just to alleviate the boredom and 
avoid facing yourself. When I did this the first time we were told 
that we couldn’t even have a can of bug spray because we would 
end up reading the label for four days. Bug repellant was poured 
into blank spray bottles for us.

Most who are doing Vision Quests for people have a Native 
American or Eastern slant. If you don’t mind hearing this, you 
will find yourself in creation for four days, just you and your God. 
No other philosophy can touch you there. Otherwise, there is one 
Catholic priest who is doing this in a purely Christian way.

Father Jack Fabian
Companions of Christ the Lamb
P.O. Box 12
Paradise, MI 49768

Another excellent teacher of the Vision Quest is Malcolm Ringwalt. 
He uses eastern and Native American philosophy and Native American 
ceremony so you would have to be tolerant of this. His explanations 
of the quest are about the best you will find, which greatly helps in 
understanding what happens to you in those four days.

Earth-Heart
P.O. Box 926
Topanga, CA 90290
(310) 967-1336
www.earth-heart.net
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Many people who have gotten close to nature found a faith in 
God. You can only look at the intricate workings of the natural 
world for so long before you realize there is something big behind it. 
In my life, the best place to learn about creation has been the Tracker 
School. Here I learned Native American survival and awareness 
skills. The awareness skills in particular have left me with an awe 
of creation that will last a lifetime. Do you know that you can tell 
what is going on miles away by the calls of the birds? This is all 
done with Native American skills so it’s not a Christian camp and 
you shouldn’t expect it to be so. What you can expect is that the 
wonder of God’s creation will become quite a reality for you.

Tracker Inc. 
928 Main Street
Manahawkin, NJ 08050
Tel. (609) 242-0350
Fax: (609) 978-2222
www.trackerschool.com

I have been going to the Tracker School since the early 1980s, 
and my faith has increased dramatically as a result. I have seen 
people become Christian after going to this school, even to the 
point of entering the ministry. Tom Brown is very careful about 
not being a detriment to anyone’s faith, and believes that what he 
teaches should increase that faith. This has been my experience.

Tom believes that the Bible is the greatest book ever written, 
and quotes Jesus fairly often. Hs Apache teacher, Stalking Wolf, 
was in awe of the sacrifice of Jesus.

The wilderness survival skills may also be important. In an age 
when natural and man-made disasters can pop up anywhere, these 
simple skills could save the lives of you and your family.
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There are Christians, however, that have a fear of anything not 
specifically Christian. Follow your own discernment. Don’t go if 
not called to do so.

“…but to him who believes a thing to be unclean, to him only 
is it unclean.” (Romans 14:14)

There are Christians who shy away from nature in general. This, 
I believe, comes from a misreading of scripture. There seems to be 
a difference between when the Bible uses the word “earth,” and 
when it uses the word “world.” “Earth” is used to describe God’s 
creation, which is filled with his glory (Isaiah 6:3). The “world” 
seems to be used to describe man’s world, with its cities, love of 
money, and other such temptations.

“So that they should seek and search after God, and find him by 
means of his creations, because he is not far from any one of us; for 
in him, we live and move and have our being…” (Acts 17:27-28)

Does “finding God by means of his creations” sound like what 
you’ve been reading here?

“Truth shall spring out of the earth; and righteousness shall 
look down from heaven.” (Psalm 85:11)

Another problem I foresee is that some of these things will be 
viewed as too close to New Age philosophy. Actually, Christianity 
had these things, and was a very deep and powerful spiritual 
tradition until the Age of Reason in the 1500-1600s. It was then 
that scientists and philosophers pointed to the Bible and Christian 
spiritual practices and declared them to be silly superstition. I 
believe that Christianity has yet to recover from this. Until churches 
can reclaim these spiritual practices, like fasting in the wilderness, 
people will need to learn them outside of their churches.

Someone who wants greater spiritual depth in their life, and 
isn’t getting it in their church, is someone who may wander off 
into the new age. Has his church failed him?

There’s another way to look at this. It could be a question of 
speaking someone else’s language. Knowing that a new age person 
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wants more spiritual depth in their life, what kind of Christian will 
they listen to? Will he listen to someone who beats him over the 
head with John 3:16, over and over, each time expecting a different 
result? Or could you just hand him this book and let him find for 
himself the great depth of spirit in the Christian tradition?

A final point is that people have their faith too tightly bound to 
their theology. Faith is what the thief on the cross did. His turning to 
Christ did not involve any specific theology at all. As we get closer 
to God, our theology may change. Humans are imperfect and so 
are their various theologies. To insist that our personal theology 
is the best one may just be a lack of humility. To insist that others 
must believe as we do may just be conquest and control, which is 
not the Spirit of God.

Perhaps we should focus more on pure faith and less on the 
different things people believe.
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Appendix B

Resources
Aramaic

A RAMAIC-SPEAKING CHRISTIANS IN places like Iran, 
Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon have always been severely isolated 
from the rest of the world. The New Testament has always 

been translated from the Greek because no one in the West knew 
there was an Aramaic version. These Aramaic-speaking Christians 
lead lives of farming and shepherding unchanged from Biblical 
times. These people were finally “discovered” by the West after 
World War I.

One of them, who would later be known to us as Dr. George 
Lamsa, noticed that the King James Version of the missionaries was 
different from what he was used to. He decided it was his mission 
to travel to the West and translate the Peshitta (the Aramaic Bible) 
for the rest of the world. Realizing he was on a priestly mission, his 
people anointed him with bull’s blood (a tradition that probably 
dates back to Old Testament times) and off he went.

By the 1930s, after attending various theological seminaries, his 
translation of the Bible was finished and it is still available today. 
He wrote other wonderful books, one of which is Idioms of the Bible 
Explained, which contains all of the Bible’s 900 or so idiomatic 
phrases and their translations.
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His understudy, Dr. Rocco Errico, has also written many 
wonderful books. It is Dr. Errico’s tapes on the Revelation that 
were the inspiration for this book.

These books are available from:

Noohra Foundation
4480 S. Cobb Drive, Ste. H #343
Smyrna, GA 30080
Tel: 678-945-4006
e-mail: info@noohra.com
website: www.noohra.com

Another author who is exploring the words of Jesus from the 
Aramaic is Neil Douglas-Klotz. His interpretations are far more 
mystical and include exercises that may have been done by the 
more mystical Jews and early Christians. A good book of his to start 
with would be The Hidden Gospel: Decoding the Spiritual Message 
of the Aramaic Jesus.

His books are available from:

Abwoon
The Shalem Center
693 ½ High Street
Worthington, OH 43085
Tel: 614-441-9773
website: www.Abwoon.com

Be forewarned that you may not agree with the entirety of 
the theology of the above authors. However, you will learn an 
enormous amount of information about the depth of meaning in 
the Aramaic Bible.
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Messianic Judaism

Jews who accepted Jesus as the Messiah are a great source of 
information about the life of Christ. For instance, do you know 
why Jesus started his ministry at age 30? It’s Jewish law. No one 
could be a teacher or counselor until he reached this age.

Here are two good books for this kind of information:

Yeshua: A Guide to the Real Jesus and the Original Church
by Dr. Ron Mosely
Lederer Books, a Division of Messianic Jewish Publishers
6204 Park Heights Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21215
Order line: 800-410-7367
e-mail: lederer@messianicjewish.net
website: www.messianicjewish.net

Restoring the Jewishness of the Gospel: A Message for Christians
by David H. Stern
(available from the contacts above)

Centering Prayer

For centering prayer: Contemplative Outreach, PO Box 737, 
10 Park Place, Suite 2B, Butler, NJ 07405, Tel.: 973-838-3384; 
Fax: 973-492-5795. E-mail: Office@outreach.org. Website: www.
contemplativeoutreach.org.

Christian Mysticism

Centering Prayer and Inner Awakening by Cynthia Bourgeault, 
Cowley Publications. One of the many books on centering prayer. 
This is basically a modern explanation of the prayer in the “Cloud 
of Unknowing.” The up-to-date language is helpful. This may be 
the most useful book here for guiding you in an actual practice.
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Open Mind, Open Heart by Thomas Keating, Continuum Books. 
A book on centering prayer by the founder of the movement. Also 
by him are Invitation to Love; and The Mystery of Christ.

The Mystic Way of Evangelism: A Contemplative Vision for 
Christian Outreach by Elaine A. Heath. While most books on 
contemplative prayer are about its affects on the individual, this 
one shows how it can greatly affect the church.

The Way of the Pilgrim (usually printed with the sequel The 
Pilgrim Continues His Way). Anonymous author, various publishers. 
This book is by a Russian man who went on a search to find out 
how to pray without ceasing. Apparently, there is a long history 
of teaching ceaseless prayer in the Russian Church. He found a 
monastery where he was taught the Jesus prayer (“Lord Jesus Christ 
have mercy on me”) and was told to pray it thousands of times a day. 
Eventually the prayer synchronized with his breath and heartbeat 
(which is why it was called “the prayer of the heart”) and never 
left him, even in sleep. Some would call this “vain repetition.” (See 
Matt. 6:7.) Others will find his experiences valuable.

The Cloud of Unknowing, anonymous author, various publishers. 
Writing in the 1400s, this monk believed that all thoughts about 
God were inadequate, even idolatrous images that needed to be 
surpassed. The method he recommends is to use a simple word 
like “God” or “love” and then let the mind become empty, which 
he calls the “Cloud of Unknowing.” All thoughts that arise just be 
put beneath you in a “cloud of forgetting.” A beautiful book.

The Practice of the Presence of God with Spiritual Maxims by 
Brother Lawrence, Spire Books. Available from Christianbooks.com 
(1-800-Christian). Written in the 1600s, this monk, who was versed 
in Christian mystical methods, decided on something simpler. He 
decided that nothing existed but him and God, and practiced God’s 
presence always. A useful, short, simple and beautiful book.

The Syriac Fathers on Prayer and the Spiritual Life by Sebastian 
Brock, Cistercian Publications. An excellent book containing 
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the writings of the early Aramaic-speaking church fathers on the 
progression of the prayer life.

Inner Christianity: A Guide to the Esoteric Tradition by Richard 
Smoley, Shambhala Publications Inc., www. Shambhala.com. This 
is an excellent overview of Christian mysticism.

The Essential Writings of Christian Mysticism by Bernard 
McGinn, Modern Library Classics, www.modernlibrary.com. 
Selections of the writings of Christian mystics throughout history.

The Inner Castle by Teresa of Avila, various publishers. Written 
by a nun in the 1500s, it describes the development of a prayer 
life as a castle with seven inner chambers, the innermost being a 
oneness with God. She’s very humble about it, but you can tell she’s 
writing from direct experience. Another beautiful book.

Desert Father: A Journey into the Wilderness with Saint Anthony 
by James Cowan, Shambhala Publications, Inc., www.shabhala.com. 
The desert fathers (Egypt circa 300 a.d.) were devout hermits and 
monks whose experiences had a great influence on the Christian 
world. This is one man’s study of Anthony, the first great Desert 
Father. He even interviews people still practicing the methods today.

Christian Yoga

Many have noticed that the mind is more easily stilled when 
the body is healthy. Yoga was specifically designed for this effect. 
Some say that Yoga, coming from a non-Christian tradition, would 
be inherently evil. Others fill it with prayer and make it a Christian 
practice. Can Jesus convert systems, as he does people? 

Yoga for Christians: A Christ-Centered Approach to Physical and 
Spiritual Health by Susan Bordenkircher, W Publishing Group. 
Available fromChristianbook.com. Here every breath is a prayer 
or Bible verse, and it comes with a DVD to practice along with.
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Other Revelation 
Books

T HE APOCALYPSE CODE: Find Out What the Bible REALLY 
Says About the End Times…and Why it Matters Today by 
Hank Hanegraaff, Thomas Nelson Inc. Using excellent 

interpretation methods, this book is mostly about Revelation’s 
message to Christians in the Roman era. Very well done. It should 
be required reading for all American Christians.

Saint John and the Apocalypse by C.C. Martindale, S.J., and The 
Apocalypse Explained by H.M. Feret, O.P., Roman Catholic Books, 
P.O. Box 2286, Fort Collins, CO 80522, BooksforCatholics.com. 
Two very sane books on the Revelation from the Catholic faith. 
These can fit in more pieces of Apocalypse puzzle.

Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture, New Testament; 
Volume XII, The Revelation. These are the opinions of early 
Christians from 200-1000 a.d.. Here the Revelation is mostly about 
the church, not the organization, but the body of all believers) and 
its eventual victory over the world’s evil.

Revelation: A Divine Message of Hope by Father Bruce Vawter, C.M. 
The title says it all. This nice little book is available for free from: 
Knights of Columbus, Catholic Information Service, PO Box 1971, 
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New Haven, CT 06521-1971, tel. 203-752-4267, fax 203-752-4018, 
e-mail cis@kofc.org.

Charts on the Book of Revelation: Literary, Historical, and 
Theological Perspectives by Mark Wilson, Kregel Publications. 
For serious study. Contains charts on the structure of the book, 
connections to other scripture, historical setting, and various beliefs 
about the Revelation.

Apocalypse and Allegiance: Worship, Politics, and Devotion in the 
Book of Revelation by J. Nelson Kraybill, Baker Publishing Group 
Staff. The author shows that a lot of the words and images used to 
worship God in the Revelation were used to worship the Emperor 
of Rome. This made the Revelation a politically subversive book.

Revelation: Four Views: A Parallel Commentary edited by Steve 
Gregg, Thomas Nelson Inc. Here each section of the Revelation 
is followed by the four main interpretations next to each other in 
parallel columns. This is a great way to compare the strengths and 
weaknesses of each. The spiritual interpretation is more about the 
themes in the Revelation recurring throughout history, rather than 
the inner meaning.
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